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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

This is one peculiar time.  There aren’t many around who can compare this to 
anything -  maybe the 1918 flu epidemic, but we are certainly in a different 
time now because of a whole new set of circumstances. 

I am reminded though, of how the disciples must have felt during the time of 
that very first Easter and the time leading up to it.  Like us, I am sure that one 
of the questions first and foremost in their minds was, “What next??”  

Because of my Attention Deficit Disorder, I work better when my days and 
times are regulated.  It’s easier if I have a schedule of what I am going to do 
next; “Where do I go next?” and “What do I need to do when I get there?” are 

questions I’d rather do without.  Needless to say, this time of quarantine has thrown me into 
something of a tizzy.  Can you imagine what the disciples must have been going through? 

We can start with Lazarus.  Jesus’ good friend was dying, and yet he waited a couple of days more 
before returning home.  People there were mourning and weeping, Martha and Mary were beside 
themselves…  But in the end, Lazarus came back to life.  This is an event that would have surely 
given them things to be excited about for a while.   

But the story didn’t slow down.  Jesus began talking in terms of things ending and of the Son of Man 
undergoing torture and death.  He began to talk about the temple being destroyed.  He had a 
woman get out an alabaster jar filled with burial spices and used the ointment to prepare Jesus as if 
he were going to suddenly die.  Weirdly, in the midst of all of this, Jesus is given a parade.  How did 
the disciples deal with thinking fatalistic thoughts while taking part in a parade thrown in Jesus’ 
honor?  And then came the whole Last Supper and celebration of the Passover thing where Jesus 
began talking about some mighty strange and cryptic things.  It all 
seemed to end in a tragedy where Jesus was killed on a cross and his 
body buried in a donated tomb. 

Talking about a time of interruptions!  Nothing was “normal”.  How do you 
live for weeks on end in turmoil and chaos?  Bodies tend to tire of being 
full of adrenaline and lack of sleep.  You don’t eat right – or at normal 
times.  The brain is weary from trying to figure out what comes next.  
Nothing seems “normal” and everything is up in the air.  I wonder if any 
of the disciples had ADD?   

Doesn’t this all sound rather familiar?  Oh sure, we don’t have Jesus to 
physically follow around, but the Message is still with us.  How do we 
remember Good Friday when we’re closed in our homes?  Do we 
celebrate Easter on Easter Day, or do we put it off until we can get 
together and celebrate it all together? Interruptions…  Chaos… Being 
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continued From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

unsure, and having lots of questions. 

To top it all off, there’s the ending from the Book of Mark, (Mark 16:7-8): 

7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
This, most theologians believe, is the true end of the Gospel and that the other endings were later 
additions.  And, to top it all off, in the Greek, the original ending to verse 8 is, “and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid of...”  Yup; it ends mid-sentence.  “For they were afraid of.. (or 
because…, or for… – it’s all the same in the Greek).  Talk about your cliff-hanger!  We’ll talk more 
about that later in sermons to come. 

So, how have you dealt with the interruptions lately?  What is the message of Jesus’ that we find 
comfort in?  Is it the triumphal entry into Jerusalem?  Is it the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross?  Is it 
the sharing of a meal together with close friends and the celebration of God’s acts in the time of the 
Egyptian bondage?  Is it looking beyond today and our circumstances with the knowledge that God 
still has a bigger plan? 

I guess we’ll just have to wait on see how this plays out, huh? 

Pastor Barry 

 

PS  If you want to see my special videos for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter, go to our 
website at vermontlutheran.org.  And, for Thursday, when you watch, have some bread and 
wine/grape juice (in a cup) handy!  PB 

News 

Baptism of Jude LeRoy Powers-Orth 
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Lent Bible Study 

Thankfulness 
Jar 

Lent Project 

How fortunate are we? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Christians do not read the Bible on a regular basis. Why? Because in the pressures of daily 
living they cannot find a connection between the timeless principles of Scripture and the ever present 
problems of day by day living. God urges us to apply His Word to our lives, and to show how to put 
into practice what we have learned. Applying God’s Word is a vital part of one’s relationship with 
God and is the evidence that we are obeying Him. As we spend the next several months, studying 
God’s Word, praying and fellowshipping together in our Home Groups, be prepared for Him to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  

The New Testament falls into various sections, each dealing with specific themes. A last section, 
introduced by the book of Hebrews, is concerned with the single theme of faith. The whole drive of 
these letters of the New Testament is to explain to us what faith is and how it works, and each letter 
makes its unique contribution to that theme.  

James is the second book, in this section that deals with faith. This letter is of unique and particular 
significance to us because it comes from the one who probably knew more about the Lord Jesus than 
any other human being.  

James, the brother of our Lord, was raised in the same home in Nazareth, grew up with the Lord Jesus, 
saw him through all those silent years of which we have no record, and joined with his three other 
brothers (Joseph, Simon, and Judas) in opposition to the Lord Jesus during the early days of his 
ministry. James was finally converted by the resurrection of the Lord. The Apostle Paul tells us that 
after the resurrection, the Lord appeared to James (1 Cor. 15:7).  

Many of us would give a lot to know what happened during that time when James had looked upon 
Jesus as nothing more than his brother. He was one who had grave doubts that Jesus was indeed the 
Son of God as he claimed. In fact, once he had regarded him as a madman, and came with his mother 
and brothers to have him locked up, or at least go home with them and get him out of the public view. 
But finally, by the resurrection, he was convinced that here indeed was God manifest in the flesh "the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14), and James, too, saw "his glory as of the glory of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth," (John 1:14)  

So here we have the book of James being a compact, hard-hitting letter about practicing the faith. It 
reads like a collection of sermons. In fact, except for a brief introduction, it bears none of the traits of 
an ancient letter. Each of its five chapters are packed with pointed illustrations and reminders 
designed to motivate the wills and hearts of relatively prosperous believers. James wanted them to 
grasp a truth taught by Jesus: “A tree is known by its fruit” (Matt. 12:33; compare James 1:9–11, 
3:12–18; 5:7–8, 17–18). For James, religion is not about church membership, financial contributions, 
or even teaching in the Sunday school. The acid test of true religion is doing the truth, not just hearing 
it or speaking it.  
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Lent Bible Study (continued) 

Lesson One - James 1:1-18  

“Facing Trials and Temptations”  

One of the best tests of Christian maturity is tribulation. When God’s people go through personal 
trials, they discover what kind of faith they really possess. Trials not only reveal our faith; they also 
develop our faith and Christian character. The Jews to whom James was writing were experiencing 
trials, and he wanted to encourage them. The strange thing is that James tells them to rejoice! The 
word “greeting” in v. 1 can mean “rejoice!” How is the Christian able to have joy in the midst of 
troubles? James gives the answer in this first chapter by showing the certainties Christians have in 
times of tribulation. James teaches that God’s purpose is to develop Christians who are mature and 
complete. If it were up to us, that process probably wouldn’t include times of stress, hardship, or 
testing. But God knows us well, and as our loving Father He knows that our faith and character are 
developed only through trials and testing. The apostle Paul’s teaching in Roman’s 8:28 makes such a 
practical difference when we face difficult trials. “And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” Although we might be 
tempted to turn away from God and run during our trials, knowing God’s love and remembering His 
purpose in them can help us even trust Him more.  

 

Read James1:1-4 and Answer the Following Questions  

 1. How do you normally feel and respond when you have to face a trial?  

 2. Suffering is apparently the way in which God produces perseverance and maturity in us. 
  Why do you think that nothing seems to be as effective as trials at this?  
  (See 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, 12:7-10)  

Read James 1:5-8  

 3. What does wisdom have to do with facing trials?  

 4. What does Proverbs 9:10-12 tell you about wisdom?  

 5. Describe a time when God’s wisdom helped you through a problem.  

Read James 1:9-12  

 6. What does James 1: 9-11 have to do with the theme of enduring trials?  

 7. How should James 1:10-11 affect your attitude toward your career and possessions?  

 8. What reward awaits the person who perseveres under trial?  

Read James 1:13-18  

 9. When temptation comes, why do people tend to blame others and excuse themselves instead 
  of taking responsibility for their sin and their action?  

 10. What can you do to prevent yourself from falling into temptation?  

 11. Think of one particular area of your life where you are being tempted and led into sin. How 
  can you stop excusing yourself? What can you do to prevent this from happening?  

 12. From James 1:1-18 how would you summarize the difference between trials and  
  temptations?  

 13. What do you believe God is trying to teach you this week through the trials and situations 
  you are experiencing?  
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UPCOMING EVENTS   

National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week 

March 30th – April 5th 2020 

“Since 2010, NDAFW brings teens and scientific experts together to discuss the scientific facts about 
drugs, as well as their potential health effects on teen bodies and brains.” 

https://www.getsmartaboutdrugs.gov/content/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week 
-Play new Kahoot! Games 

-Take the National Drug and Alcohol IQ Challenge 

-Share the facts on social media with #ShatterTheMyths 

 

-Brain Power: Take teens on an exploration of the science behind drug use to learn the effects of 
drugs on the brain and body 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/brain-power/brain-power 
-Drugs and Health Blog and Teacher’s Guide: Help teens make connections between what they 
see and hear and what the science says about drug use 

https://teens.drugabuse.gov/teachers/drugs-and-health-blog-teachers-guide 

-Addiction Science Award and Teacher’s Guide: Encourage teens to par ticipate in the wor ld’s 
largest science competition for high school students 

https://teens.drugabuse.gov/teachers/addiction-science-award/teachers-guide 

-Scholastic Heads Up: Real News About Drugs and Your Body: Educate teens about drugs, 
drug use, and life skills with activities and lessons from Scholastic 

http://headsup.scholastic.com/teachers/ 

 

Toolkits and Activity Ideas for events about: 

-Alcohol 

-College-age Drinking 

-Drugged Driving 

-Juvenile Justice 

-Marijuana 

-MDMA (Ecstasy/Molly) 

-New Psychoactive Substances (Synthetics) 

-Opioids and Other Prescription Drugs 

-Vaping (E-Cigarettes), Nicotine, and Tobacco  

https://teens.drugabuse.gov/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week/get-activity-ideas/alcohol-event-toolkit 

 

https://www.getsmartaboutdrugs.gov/content/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/brain-power/brain-power
https://teens.drugabuse.gov/teachers/drugs-and-health-blog-teachers-guide
https://teens.drugabuse.gov/teachers/addiction-science-award/teachers-guide
http://headsup.scholastic.com/teachers/
https://teens.drugabuse.gov/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week/get-activity-ideas/alcohol-event-toolkit
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April 5 
Triumphal Entry 

Mark 11:1-11 
Mark 14:3-9 

Psalm 118:25-29 
 

April 9—MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Lord’s Supper, Prayer in Gethsemane 

Mark 14:22-42 
Psalm 116:12-19 

 
April 10—GOOD FRIDAY 

Crucifixion 
Mark 15:16-39 

Psalm 22:1-2, 14-21 

 
April 12—EASTER 

Resurrection 
Mark 16:1-8 

Psalm 118:21-27 

 

April 19 
You Shall Be My Witness 

Acts 1:1-14 
Mark 6:7-13 

 

April 26 
Peter Heals in Jerusalem 

Acts 3:1-10 
Mark 6:53-56 

    

   

 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Margaret Humphrey April 03 

Karsten Haugen April 05 

Mary Nelson April 10 

Raegan Tigert April 10 

Lauren Berger April 11 

Janelle Dyreson April 12 

Thomas Watkins April 14 

Travis Berger April 16 

Brenda Barsness April 19 

Marlene Ludolph April 19 

Jerry Howery April 20 

Noah King April 26 

Jack Haugen April 28 

Estela Ohlrogge April 29 
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VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH Council Minutes 
March 19, 2020 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Aaron Tigert at 6:30 PM. Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic this 
meeting was conducted via Conference Call. 
 
Attendance: Aaron T, Ellie B, Melissa H, Steve H, Jamie H, Len S, Larry Z, Pastor  Bar ry 
 
Devotions: Pastor  Bar ry announced that he has prepared a YouTube video message that will be 
available to access online 
 
Pastor’s Report: In addition to his repor t, PB mentioned that he has been calling shut ins and 
recommended that this is a good way to keep in touch during this time of containment. Larry made a motion to 
accept the report, Ellie seconded, unanimous approval. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Approved online by major ity 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The Financial Statements were presented online. In addition Steve had a few 
comments. He was very pleased to report the income contributions were excellent in Jan and Feb of 2020. 
They were substantially higher than for the same period last year. Expenses were very close to the same time 
last year. It is encouraging to report this Faithful Stewardship of Vermont Lutheran members. The offset to this 
good news is the current conditions that the Church is operating under. With canceled services beginning 
March 15th and with an unsure date of resumption due to the Coronavirus, the expenses of the Church continue 
without a structured contribution option. The hope is that members continue to do their best to continue their 
offerings by mail or electronic contributions. 
Larry made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, Aaron seconded and it passed unanimously. 
 
Vision and Mission: 

Participation – Steve reported that Carol and himself  have received approx. 60 Time and Talent sheets 
from Liz and they will begin reviewing them. The plan is also to do housecleaning on organized 
committees and try to clean up overlaps and create clearer designations. Progress will be reported in 
future meetings. 

Youth – Melissa reported that due to the timeout for organized activities, a pause will be taking place for 
the Youth. Ellie reported that currently a Brat Sale at the Shoe Box coincides with the area garage sale, 
all subject to future health concerns. 

Visibility – The latest Cabin Fever Reliever was cancelled due to the recommendation of non group 
gatherings because of Covid19 concerns. No new date has been set. 

 
Committee Reports: Building and Grounds, Larry repor ted that a service call was made by CEC, 
formerly Sound Systems Co. The rear Church Speakers had not been functioning, this was rectified by the 
technician by resetting the control dials. He reviewed the sound system, did some fine tuning and pronounced 
the overall unit to be in good condition. He also examined the rear speakers and felt that they were fine, and 
were in a very good location to perform their function in the rear of the Church. He also reviewed the location 
of the microphone suspended over the choir loft and shared some recommendations for this mic. The bill for 
this service will be reviewed when received before payment is made to see if there will be additional charges 
for the tech coming from Milwaukee. 
 
Old Business: 

Stewardship Meeting: PB will arrange a meeting with Peter A and Paul O.  Recommend to continue to 
promote electronic giving especially during this virus period . Recommend to also  promote Amazon 
Smile especially during this time of potentially increased online shopping. 
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Financials: Year to Date March 2019 
  

 Operating Contributions: $    39,622.51 

 Total Operating Expenses:  $    32,435.36 

 Difference:                 $      7,187.15 

 

March 2019 

  1st 44 

  8th 60 

  15th none  

  22nd none  

  29th none  
  

   

New Business: 
 

Covid19 – The continued time period of self containment is unknown, it may surpass our current April 6 
Date of resuming Services. 

            Small groups may potentially meet, basically up to their decisions, not to exceed guidelines.              
            Ongoing discussion about establishing a fund to assist groups or individuals in support of the 
            community 
           Will abide by Governor Evers recommendations or orders for activities affecting the Church 

LEAD 2020 – Original date cancelled, no new date at this time 
Praise Service – Discussion to hold this type of Service on the 5th Sunday of the month in place of 

traditional Service. Ellie made a motion to move forward with this proposal, Jamie seconded, passed 
unanimously. 

Easter Service April 12 - could very well be postponed and if that is the case, agreement that we would like 
to celebrate an Easter Service when we resume Church Services 

Bike Breakfast – The organizer of this event has decided that after a 10 year run, not to continue to 
promote this event, It has been plagued by bad weather many of the years. A motion to discontinue 
Bike Breakfast as we now know it was made by Larry, seconded by Melissa, passed unanimously. 
Moving forward alternative activities will be considered. 

WHHS Scholarship Night – PB will present the Cal Tollefson Scholarships representing Vermont 
Lutheran to the eligible VL students 

Black Earth Chamber of Commerce Membership – Review will be made of past memberships and decide 
if we will join at the $65 annual fee 

Cadence of meetings – Date and time of monthly meetings appear to be OK with the new Council 
members. An effort to reduce emails and also to condense them to a week to 10 days before meetings. 

 
At 7:45 PM Len made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ellie second, passed unanimously and the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. President Aaron closed the Conference Call. 
 
Next meeting – Thursday April 16, 2020, 6:00 PM 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
 
 



9 

Church Council Meeting March 19, 2020 

Pastor’s Report 

  

Baptisms:   0 

Weddings:  0 

Shut-In Visits:  3                   Hospital Visits:  1 

Funerals:   1 – Non-Member; Margaret Cunningham at Milestone 
2/29                                               

West Dane Text Study:  3; Area Narrative Study Group:  1; Mt. Horeb Ecumenical Clergy: 0 

Nursing Home Worship: 1 at Milestone in Cross Plains; 0 at Heartland Village  

  

 
Break down of shut-in visits: Marie Severson; Don & Beverly Schultz. 

 
What can I say?  Things are pretty chaotic right now.  The COVID-19 Virus has everything 
up in the air.  As to future historians, everything has pretty much ground to a halt due to the 
very rapid spread of the Corona Virus and the recommendation of a “Personal Separation 
Distance” of 6 feet, and a cancellations of all meetings of 50 people or more at least through 
April 05, 2020. 

 

The Lenten Soup Suppers were going quite well as were the services on Wednesday 
nights.  All of these, as well as all Worship services have been canceled through April 05 
with an option of an extension if the needs and recommendations arise. 

 

I have suspended all home and institutional visits for the time being, and am trying to supple-
ment these with some phone check-ins for the time being. 

 

We have some great leaders who have been in cooperation with the Town of Vermont in 
seeing what sorts of assistance we can contribute to Town of Vermont residents.  A survey 
was sent out by the Town to try to assess both needs and resources at this time, and I am 
waiting to hear what they might identify. 

 

It occurred to me that since Lenten Soup Suppers have been called off, maybe we could use 
that wonderful soup in the freezer to create a take-out soup kitchen for those who made 
need such. 

 

I am mostly concerned with the long-term effects of the quarantining policies and what that 
will do with families, since there seem to be some good short-term resources and information 
available for now. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

I am currently looking into how we can use ZOOM to broadcast truncated worship services 
to those who would like to continue to participate in communal worship practices and I hope-
fully will have a solid update on that for our Council Meeting on Thursday. 

 

We need to look at the possibility of not having an Easter celebration.  The CDC has extend-
ed their guideline for the quarantine to be 8 weeks (I assume from Sunday the 15

th
), and this 

certainly puts the possibility of not gathering on the 15
th
 as a possibility.  ZOOM would help, 

but collections are really counted on for the Easter services. Also, Holy Humor Sunday, 
which would be the 22

nd
 has become a heavily attended Sunday and continues the cause for 

concern financially. 

 

I plan on getting a letter out to VLC in the next week, but I’d like to have the Council Meeting 
for input and direction first, and to see things settle into an order of some sort before do so 
(so that I might sound like I have any idea about what I’m talking about!). 

 

Until then, keep the prayers coming, and be the neighbors Jesus has called us to be. 

 

Pastor Barry 
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WELCA  News 

APRIL Altar Duty 
 

Denise Boehnen & Patty Herrling 

The Barneveld Spring Gathering Conference has been rescheduled to August 15, 
2020 at Grace Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall, 1105 Bequette Street, Dodge-
ville. 

 

WELCA Synod Wide Retreat:  This  fall retreat will be held on September 18 + 
19 at Lutherdale (north of Elkhorn).  This retreat will have both an overnight op-
tion and a day retreat option. 

 

Lutheran World Relief: The loading of the rail car in Madison with quilts, school 
kits, health kits, etc. is Saturday, September 26. 

 

E-mail from Churchwide: Women will be praying at noon every Tuesday. Go to 
the website:  Women of the ELCA.org, click on BLOG, scroll down to Pray with 
Lutheran Women. This will provide you with more information. 

Thank you Lefse Rollers 
Donkeys totally forgetting about 
"Social Distancing" when being 
offered some REALLY old lefse! 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Synod News 

Drive-In Worship Ushers in Awe and Delight! 
By Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life     

 

I have attended the fair-weather drive-in worship at First Lutheran 

Church in Janesville.  It’s been a while since I attended it, but you 

may remember that story in Walking Together, “Bread, Wine & 

Jumper Cables.”  What a delight that was to see a hundred 

vehicles pull up for worship with their partners and spouses in the 

passenger seat and pets and children in the back seat…all 

getting the gospel before going about their summer day. 

 

So while not the first to approach worship in this way, the drive-in 

service at St. John’s in Johnson Creek felt special and different.  

Held last Sunday at 9:00 and attended by more people than their average in-

person worship, all I could think of was how much we longed to be together during 

this pandemic and this drive- in worship made that possible.  By tuning into 87.9 on 

our FM dials, we could hear the assurance from Pastor Dale Vlastnik that the Lord is 

with us.  Over and over in my mind, I heard the words from the Psalmist:  

 

As a deer longs for flowing streams, 

So my soul longs for you, O God. 

My soul thirsts for God, 

for the living God. 

Psalm 42:1-2 
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Synod News (continued) 

Perhaps it was because this service like scripture in the bible (as Martin Luther would 

say) was humbly cradled in the swaddling cloths of this pandemic that it felt so 

loving and holy.   It was indeed quenching a thirst for community, a thirst for 

assurance that we’re going to be okay because God is always with us, and a thirst 

that the familiar place where we go to be fed and familiar faces that we long to see 

are reachable.   

 

Preaching from a hay wagon, bundled up in his Carhardts under his alb, 

Rev. Dale Vlastnik preached the gospel, presided over communion, 

and sent the worshippers out into the community to go in peace and 

serve the Lord.  Of course, it looked quite different as he served 

communion through our rolled down windows, encouraged our 

offerings to be placed into the drive by offering plates on pedestals, 

and gave us a blessing before directing us to the exit where a sign 

reminded us to go in peace and serve the Lord.     

 

When I asked congregants for their reactions, Steve & 

Julie Wollin felt the worship was “Awesome.  We felt we were fed.  

We weren’t surprised that Pastor Dale could do this because we 

know him and he’s great.”  Awesome was the reply I received from 

several in attendance.  Awe and delight were ushered in and I am 

thinking that God said it was good.   

 

All could not be accomplished without the enthusiasm and technical support from 

member, James Toppel and his team.  As we entered the parking lot, we were 

greeted by an “usher” and invited to tune into the low frequency FM station 97.7.  

Last minute adjustments to the hay wagon and technical considerations with the 

transmitter were met with God’s help according to Jim.  As there is always a learning 

curve, this team learned that not all car radios could dial into the 87.7 FM 

frequency…their radios didn’t dial down that low!  So they quickly adjusted to 87.9 

and all was well.  This coming weekend, Jim explained, they are getting a transmitter 

that will allow them to transmit music in addition to Pastor Dale’s voice.   

 

I noticed the service started exactly on time with a welcome, 

a blessing, scripture, message on John 9, intercessory prayers, 

the words of institution, communion and sending.   

 

As Pastor Dale promised, “I will preach from a farm wagon 

and we’ll have an abbreviated service, but we’ll offer 

communion and gather the offering as folks drive out of the 

parking lot. God will be working through us and through all of 

this during this challenging time.”  
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Lutheran World Relief News (continued) 

Your love is needed now, more than ever 

Coronavirus is expected to spread at a cata-
strophic rate across Africa. Health systems 
are not prepared to take on an outbreak. 
Health workers are vulnerable to infection as 
they work to treat others. And families, who 
already suffer with poor health, poverty and 
hunger, are at extreme risk. 

We can help the world’s most vulnerable 
families stay safe — but only with your sup-
port. We urgently need to raise $250,000 to 
fund a response. Families are counting on 
you.  

 
A Message from President and CEO Daniel Speckhard 
Together, we will help each other, with hearts full of love and compassion. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWQ7JgSlrCg&feature=youtu.be  

 

Your compassion can save 
a life right now. 
Here’s how. 

Your gift right now will equip health workers 
with the protective gear they need to stay 
healthy and ensure health networks have accu-
rate, up-to-the-minute information about the 
coronavirus and what to do to stay safe.  

 

African countries are going to be hit very hard by COVID-19. Health care workers all over Africa will be identifying 
and treating cases of COVID-19 with no gloves, no masks, no training, and no medical equipment.  

- Allyson Bear, Vice President of Quality, Impact & Learning  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWQ7JgSlrCg&feature=youtu.be
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Samaritan’s Purse 

Field Hospital 
Deployed 
to New York City 

A convoy of trucks carrying one of our Emergency 
Field Hospitals left North Carolina earlier today for 
New York City—the epicenter of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the U.S. Staff is already on the ground 
there making preparations, and a team of dozens of 
medical personnel, including doctors, nurses, and other 
healthcare specialists, are on their way to the city. 

 Hospitals in New York City are overwhelmed with patients and are running 
out of beds and ventilators. One hospital is already putting two patients on a single ventilator machine. Over 23,000 people in the 
city now have coronavirus with the number of new cases nearly doubling every three days. Hundreds have died, and bodies are 
piling up in overcrowded morgues. Our hospital will add 68 beds, including an ICU and a respiratory care unit.  
 
We are also responding to the COVID-19 crisis in Cremona, Italy—currently the worst affected area outside of the U.S. Our skilled 
medical personnel are providing emergency care around the clock and are working alongside local evangelical churches to bring 
spiritual comfort and the hope found only in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Emergency Field Hospital, Cremona, Italy 

 In North Carolina, Samaritan's Purse donated 
55,000 masks this week to hospitals and 
health facilities across the state. Just one 
caregiver can go through a dozen masks over 
a 12-hour shift treating a single patient. With 
hundreds of medical personnel at each 
location, the need is great.  
 
God has called Samaritan's Purse to rush into 
crisis areas to save lives and to share the 
Good News that Jesus Christ paid for our sins 
on the Cross and rose from the grave to save 
all who put their faith in Him. No matter 
where we go, our goal is the same—to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus, and to share His love 
with those in need.  
 
Please pray for all those who are suffering 
from the virus and for those who have lost 
loved ones. Remember also our teams and 
healthcare providers who are working day 
and night to fight this pandemic. As fear spreads across our country and across the globe, I encourage you to look to God, “casting 
all your anxieties on Him because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

Franklin Graham 
President, Samaritan's Purse 

Donate Now  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/our-ministry/covid-19-response/?utm_source=COVID19USAResponse2020Email1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=m_YCOV-20E3&utm_content=mso-Give-Button-Top
http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?kn=11&ms=MzIwODc3NDIS1&r=MTg0ODU2NDkyNzk0S0&b=0&j=MTY2NDc2MDE5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

May Newsletter  
articles are due  

April 24th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


