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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 
Greetings of grace and peace from our Lord, Jesus the Christ; amen. 

Animals… they are such an integral part of many of our lives. I was reminded of this 
recently when Myron Norslien mentioned seeing pictures of abused animals on 
television recently.  Other than our families themselves, our pets often are recognized 
as being very important in our lives.  Matter of fact, many people think of their pets 
as members of their family. I would guess that there are even some household pets 
who are fed better than some children in our world – not as a reflection of the 
homeless and undernourished, but more as evidence of how well we treat some of 
these animals who become such beloved fixtures in our lives. 

Pictured here in our cat “Mambo”.  Named by son, Bob when he was a bit younger, 
Mambo is an important member of our family.  It’s funny when you start thinking of 
names that people give to their pets; in our household, we’ve had (at different times) 

Montana, BZ, Oswald, Ernie, Sammy, Cuddles and a couple more.  It’s cute to hear names people come up 
with for their cats and dogs, but naming is an important part of giving these cherished pets a place of their own 
in the household.  They are not just “things”, but they are living beings with personalities all of their own. 

The same holds true, I know, for farmers who have beloved animals out in the field.  Even though we might 
refrain from getting too personally close to an animal that might someday turn out to be part of a meal, it is 
hard being in contact with an animal on a regular basis and not begin to develop some sort of relationship with 
them. 

Why do you think this is?  What does an animal bring out in us that makes them so desirable to have around?  
Is it the nurturing and dependence they require from us?  Is it the unique idea of having a “wild animal” being 
a part of our family and a safe animal to be around when they could as well be out preying on local wildlife for 
food?  Is it the love that we become fascinated with, finding an animal that learns to love us as much as we 
love them?  I don’t know… maybe a bit of all or at least several of these things. 

Once, a few years ago, a young girl asked me if I thought that dogs go to heaven 
when they die.  “Of course they do,” I said, “can you imagine being in heaven and 
not having any animals around?  It just wouldn’t seem right, would it?”  It’s a 
curious question that could be a fun conversation about what we believe in heaven 
to be like. But I pretty much stand by my answer.  With all of the wonderful things 
God has made, I have to believe our pets have just as much a place in heaven as 
we do. 

I am deeply grateful for God’s love, and I am so thankful that I have the 
experience of a loving family.  But I am also so thankful for the animals that have 
entered into our lives and who make living such a joyful experience.  Thanks be to 
God for the gift of loving animals!   

       Pastor Barry 
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continued From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

Deep 

This is what we are calling our Summer evening worship experiences.  Deep – as in getting to a 
place of thinking about our faith on a thought-provoking scale.  On Wednesday evenings, begin-
ning at 7:00 p.m., we come together in the Gathering Place for a short evening worship.  You can 
come if you don’t plan on being able to make weekend services, or you can come in addition to 
weekend worship; no one says that you can only go to church once a week!  Besides, this is some-
thing different, something less formal, something a bit more intimate. 

Come, join us!  During the month of July, we might even have food!  Watch for announcements! 

 

The OTHER Serenity Prayer 

God, grant me the serenity to stop 

beating myself for not doing 

things perfectly, the courage to 

forgive myself because I'm 

working on doing better, and the 

wisdom to know that you already 

love me just the way I am. 
 

Know Your Vermont Family… 

Getting to know our members, continued: 

This month, I’d like to introduce you to Ethel Skalet.  At a spry 89, Eth-
el lives at Willow Point Assisted Living in Verona. 

Ethel was born in Daleyville, but after she and husband Philip Skalet 
had lived in Minnesota for a number of years, they moved back to 
“Pud’s Ranch” in the Vermont area around 1960.  Quite the musician, 
Ethel was organist and choir director at Vermont Lutheran from about 
1964 to 1994.  Ethel also sang with a women’s trio called the 
“Harmonettes” for 20 years and traveled locally a bit with them. But life 
wasn’t always song and dance, as Ethel worked for a Mt. Horeb op-
tometrist for 33 years. 

Ethel is a mother to organist/musician/teacher Ingerid Kvam, and 
great-grandmother to young Nora who is also a well-known regular 
attender of our Sunday morning worship services. 
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HIGHLIGHTS   

 

Choir Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Swing Set Installed 

Thank you to those who donated:  the Nelson Family in memory of Esther Nelson for her long and 

dedicated work in the Church Sunday School, the Tigert Family of Aaron, Rita and Ragan and the 

Memorial Fund.  

The long awaited Playground Set, purchased from Play N Wisconsin in Middleton was delivered and 

installed. It is a very diversified set of play options for a range of ages. It is located on a near level 

location on the West side of the Church. That may be a temporary location as in the future our hope 

is that additional land may be purchased on the East side of The Gathering Place where a permanent 
site for a Playground could be developed.  Two dying Pine trees were removed from the West side of 

the Church. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS   

Breakfast Social   July 10th 

 We would like to invite all members to meet for breakfast. 
  When: On the second Wednesday of every month at 8:30AM 
  Where:  Base Camp in Mazomanie 

 It is a great opportunity to meet and share fellowship with other Vermonters.   
 Hope to see you there! 

Breakfast Social 

HIGHLIGHTS continued  

Bike Breakfast Financials 

+$200 endowment 

+$250 Thrivent 

+$530 donations day of event 

+$18 Casper the ghost 

    $998  total in 

---$098  food and lots of yummy food donations total out 

$900  money total for missions: 

DISTRIBUTION: 

$450 TO DREAM BIKES PLUS $250 THRIVENT CARD = $700 TOTAL TO DREAMBIKES 

$100 TO Mazomanie food pantry and $100 to Black Earth food pantry =$200 total for food pantry  

Fourth of July  

Holidays are occasions for fun and celebration, and alcohol plays a 
big role in the festivities. But a combination of good cheer and 
abundant alcohol can take the fun too far, and can lead to some very 
bad decisions. Binge drinking during the holidays is a big law 
enforcement and public health problem, and the statistics and data 
paint a picture that isn’t very festive.  The National Safety Council 
estimates that the Fourth of July is the most dangerous occasion for 
people on the roads and in on the water. Unfortunately, July 4th is 
also the deadliest day of the year regarding drunk-driving collisions. 
Wisconsin tops the charts in drunk-driving statistics, with 23.7% of 
people ages 16 and older driving drunk.  

The Fourth of July weekend means picnics and beach parties, 
fireworks and flags, sun tea and sparklers, and lots of road trips…. 

Ecclesiastes 9:7 

7 Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God has already 
approved what you do. 

Ephesians 5:18  

18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 
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WELCA  News 

JULY Altar Duty 
 

Judy Urness 
& 

Shelby McKenzie 

1. June Meeting:  We held our meeting on Thursday, June 20th at the Norske Nook in 
DeForest.  We had lunch and a short meeting.  We discussed our fall nut sale. With only a 
profit of $190.39, we decided not to continue the nut sales.  Marlene discussed selling 
coffee at the Lutefisk dinner.  It hasn’t been a great success so she will decide at a later date 
if the coffee selling will continue.  We got information from Lutheran Campus Ministry that 
they are in the second year of their Faith and Fellowship Program.  We all thought this was 
worthwhile and are donating $100.  Our Pennies for Poverty donations will go to Passages 
in Richland Center (a local abuse shelter).  Our next meeting will be held during the week 
of December 9th. 

2. 2019 SWO (Southwest Women’s Organization) Biennial Convention will be held on 
Saturday, September 21st.  If you are interested in being a voting member for our WELCA 
and attend the business meeting on Saturday, we will pay the $30 registration fee. This 
registration is due by August 12th.  See Kris Antonie for more information 

3. FYI : There is a Wisconsin author, Kathleen Ernst, who has a series of books that highlight 
special areas and customs in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota. The main character is Chloe 
Ellefson, who is a curator at Old World Wisconsin. Her third book in the series has her 
traveling to Decorah, Iowa with her mother who is a gold medal winner in rosemaling. 
Naturally, they go to the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum and have to solve a 
murder. Norwegian artifacts and customs play a major part in the crime. Loved it.  

– Kris Antonie 

NEWS 

Frozen Soup for Sale: Thanks to Carol and Rich Johnson for donating the restaurant quality 
frozen soups we used for our Lenten Soup Suppers! There is plenty of unused soup in several 
varieties still frozen in the original bags or tubs for sale after worship services in the Gathering 
Place. Each bag or tub makes one gallon of soup and costs $10. 
Soup varieties include: 

  Vegetable Beef   Loaded Baked Potato 

 Beef Steak and Black Bean White Chicken Chili 

 Stuffed Green Pepper  Clam Chowder 

 Cheesy Broccoli   Chicken Casserole 
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July 7 
Part 2: A New Song 

Psalm 40:1-10 
Luke 17:11-19  

 
July 14 

Hebrews 1:1-4 
 John 1:1-5  

 
July 21 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 12:46-50  

 
July 28 

Hebrews 4:14—5:10 
Matthew 26:36-40  

    

   

 

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Haylee Adler July 02 

Marcia Morley July 02 

Kaitlyn Severson July 02 

Rodney Johnson July 06 

Dale Paddock July 09 

Riley Lynch July 10 

Robert Clason July 11 

Hillary Olsen July 11 

Christopher Schaub July 11 

Leonard Schaub July 13 

Thomas Wilkins July 13 

Carol Parrell July 14 

Samuel King July 15 

David Haugen July 16 

Emme Festge July 17 

Collin Kennedy July 19 

Galen Kennedy July 19 

Bonnie Dauck July 21 

Carol Johnson July 22 

Hailey Amble July 24 

Jill Lynch July 25 

Shawn Page July 25 

Beverly Schultz July 26 

Donna Dybdahl July 28 

Carter Childs July 29 

Linda Nesheim July 30 

Randy Page July 31 
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Vermont Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
June 20, 2019  

 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by President Paul Dybdahl  
 
Attendance: Paul D, Aaron T, Ellie B, Peter  A, Riley L, Steve H, Klover  S, Larry Z, Pastor  Barry  
 
Devotions: Pastor  Bar ry led us in Devotions in honor  of our  new Playground Set which had just been 
installed. The subject was wondering if we play enough? We may need to do more playing! Do not take 
everything so seriously .God worked for six days and rested on the seventh! He may have even been playing! 
Lets do it – get together and play!  
 
Pastor’s Report: Approved by major ity online  
 
Secretary’s Report: Approved by major ity online  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Steve repor ted that with the new Computer  equipment and programs and with the 
continued efforts of Liz and Joanie H, we are getting very close to becoming glitch free. Our Financial 
Statement remains very stable and year to date thru May we are currently ahead of last year. This is due to 
member giving efforts and also with the help of special gifts. Expenses are up, with Church Mutual Insurance 
costs up about 11%. Our LP gas expense was up also due to the cold Winter and lengthy cool Spring. Peter 
made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Riley seconded and the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
Vision and Mission:  
 Youth: Upcoming Meeting will be held to formulate Confirmation Class and Youth Schedule 
 Participation: Membership list has been given a once through look with some obvious deletions being 

made. Future discussions to be held regarding moving forward with this project. 
 Visibility: Paul reported how rewarding it was to distribute funds to the Graduating Vermont Seniors at the 

Wi Heights Ceremony from the Cal Tollefson Scholarship Fund. A Visibility by all who were there seeing 
a local Church providing dollars for the students future education. Peter reported that gathering presenters 
for the Fall and Winter Cabin Fever Relievers is just about complete. Stay tuned for some very exciting 
upcoming programs to be presented. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 Sunday School/Youth: Rally Sunday scheduled for September 15, may include Playground Set dedication  
 Building and Property: The long awaited Playground Set, purchased from Play N Wisconsin in Middleton 

was delivered and installed. It is a very diversified set of play options for a range of ages. It is located on a 
near level location on the West side of the Church. That may be a temporary location as in the future our 
hope is that additional land may be purchased on the East side of The Gathering Place where a permanent 
site for a Playground could be developed. The final cost of the Equipment was $4419.44. The Nelson 
Family donated $2000 in memory of Esther Nelson for her long and dedicated work in the Church Sunday 
School. $1000 was received from the Memorial Fund and the balance of $1420 generously being donated 
by the Tigert Family of Aaron, Rita and Ragan. Two dying Pine trees were removed from the West side of 
the Church. 

 A major rebuild and ultimate paving of the Cemetery Road is taking place. 
Peter made a motion to approve the Committee Reports, Klover seconded and the motion was unanimously 
approved.  
 
Old Business:  
 Summer Services: The May meeting approved a Saturday night Service to begin in June subject to 

consulting with Pastor Barry who was not present. Subsequent to consultation the decision was made to 
continue Summer Services in the Gathering Place on Wednesday nights.  

 New visitor follow up- Paul recommended assembling a group of members to formalize protocol for when 
new visitors attend our Service.  
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 Financials: Year to Date June 2019 
  

 Operating Contributions: $  70,378.88 

 Total Operating Expenses:  $  72,082.03 
 
 Difference:               - $   1,703.15    

New Business: 
 To fill in the Sundays that Pastor Barry will be on vacation, Peter will lead the 7/28 Service with Pastor 

John Shep to help us out on 7/21 and 8/18.  
 Dane County Sheriff’s Active Shooter/Threat Team contacted Vermont about the availability of our 

Gathering Place and perhaps our Church to hold up to two day group training events. The Council gave a 
verbal go ahead approval to the Team for the use of our facilities. Again another great opportunity of 
Visibility for Vermont Lutheran.  

 God’s Work Our Hands scheduled for Sunday October 13.  
 Vermont Church float in Black Earth Field Days 8/11 has The vintage pickup truck of Arlyn and Shelby 

McKenzie signed up. The Mazomanie Wild West Days parade on 9/8, plans are continuing.  
 Summer Wednesday Service coverage for Pastor Barry absence of 7/24, 7/31 and 8/21. Lay members will 

plan coverage of leadership for these dates. Also tentative plans are being discussed about pre service 
cookout events for potential July dates.  

 Requests have been made for additional 2019 Faith Calendars of local Churches that has Vermont Church 
included for the month of December. A sign up sheet will be available to determine how many calendars 
need to be ordered.  

 Council member Carol Johnson requested she perhaps should step down because of a frequent conflict 
with our Council Meeting dates. We agreed that our preference would be not to accept her resignation at 
this time but rather a combined effort into finding a compatible monthly date that would make it possible 
for Carol to attend our meetings. In other words – We need her!  

 
A motion was made by Peter to adjourn. Steve seconded the motion. At 8:22 PM the motion to adjourn was 
passed unanimously.  
 
We closed with The Lord’s Prayer  
 
There is no scheduled meeting in July, the next meeting – Thursday August 22, 2019 at 7 PM  
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 2019 

  2nd 98 

  9th 42   

  16th 40  

  23rd 51 

  30th 61 
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Church Council Meeting June 20, 2019 
Pastor’s Report 

 
 

Baptisms:   0  Weddings:  0  Shut-In Visits:  6  Hospital Visits:  0 
Funerals:    1 (non-member aunt of mine in Sheboygan, WI) 
 
West Dane Text Study:  4;  Area Narrative Study Group:  0;   Mt. Horeb Ecumenical Clergy: 1 
Nursing Home Worship: 1 at Milestone in Cross Plains;  1 at Heartland Village  
 

My apologies once again as time has flown by faster than I would have liked.  A vacation and the 
deaths (and funerals) of two aunts have kept my busy, as well as a wedding that I have coming up 
this weekend for Janelle Endres and her fiancé, Travis.  I have another wedding scheduled for 
December for the new owners (Autumn and Nathan) of Tyrol Basin, and two others -- for Cricket 
Cushman and her fiancé Jim Steadman, and for Kayla Fahey and Dan Howe -- coming up in 2020. 

We had our Graduation Blessing service on June 9, and were pleased by all of the graduations that 
we celebrated – not only those from High School, but celebrated with a couple successfully finishing 
their college studies, and 3 receiving doctorate degrees as well. 

Our Quilting Ladies were proud to announce this past week that they have already sewn and boxed 
up 99 quilts for this year!  The marvelous work that these people (you have to include Larry and 
Don, so they are not all women) do ought to be commended. 

The playset has been assembled and ready for “play ministry” on the north side of the church and 
looks inviting indeed.  It is surprising the number of families that we receive in the summer months – 
and throughout the year – who have come to visit their relatives and ancestors in the cemetery. I 
believe that this playset will be inviting to those who come to visit as well as to those who come to 
church for worship and other celebrations.  A hearty thank-you to the Nelson family for beginning 
this bequest and providing for our children. 

Wednesday evening services begin this week, and we look forward once again to the appreciative 
congregation we add during the summer months for these services. 

That’s it for now.  May God continue to bless you richly! 

 

 

Pastor Barry 
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News From Your Synod and Ministry Partners . . . 

Come to Be Fed and Gathering in Beloved Community - WORSHIP WITH US 

AT THE SYNOD OFFICE           

Thursdays - 12:00 Noon with Brown Bag Lunch at 12:30  

 

Join the synod staff and others on Thursdays for Worship with Holy 

Communion.  We are gratefully led by a different preacher each 

week from our synod and then gather at 12:30 for brown bag lunch 

immediately after worship.  It’s always a wonderful informal and inti-

mate gathering of a few or many!  If you are willing to volunteer your time to lead worship, we would love to 

have pastors, deacons or vicars lead us. Worship is a simple service consisting typically of a gathering song, 

word, meal, prayers and sending song.  Contact Robyn Zimmerman at robynz@scsw-elca.org if you would 

like to time and talent this way. 

LUTHERDALE  

MINISTRY PROFESSIONAL FAMILY RETREAT   

August 14-16, 2019 

Lutherdale is inviting all Ministry Professional Leaders and their Families Out to Camp to 

Recharge Together! 

Download posters and registration materials here! 

https://www.lutherdale.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Ministry-Professional-
Family-Retreat-Flyer.pdfhttp://lutherdale.wpengine.com/programs/retreats/adult-

family-retreats/ 

Are You Losing Your Grip?  Find a Team that Will Hang on With You at the Next One Year to Live Retreat for Men! 

September 13-15, 2019    

Register today – space is limited.  MacKenzie Environ-

mental Education Center, Poynette, WI 

This retreat has been life changing for many at-

tendees! Join with men of all ages seeking to follow 

the guidance of Proverbs 27:17. 

For more information and to view participant testimo-

nial videos: http://www.lutheranmeninmission.org. 

Call or text LMM synod leader, Jim Schieble: (920) 763

-3433 with other questions. 

Faith Lutheran Church (Janesville) Is Hosting This Trip and Invites Anyone Who Would Like to 

Join Them on This Unusual Tour 

 

11 days:  July 13-23, 2020 

Visiting:  Heidelberg, Rhine Valley, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Munich & Rothenburg 

Including the Passion Play of Oberammergau 

Hosted by:  Pastor Felix Malpica 

Cost:  $4659 per person from Chicago 

For a full brochure and registration form, visit their website 

https://www.faithlutheranjanesville.org/travel-with-flc 

mailto:robynz@scsw-elca.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lutherdale.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2FMinistry-Professional-Family-Retreat-Flyer.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbdfd32ea25e74096702008d6c44048e8%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lutherdale.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2FMinistry-Professional-Family-Retreat-Flyer.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbdfd32ea25e74096702008d6c44048e8%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%
http://lutherdale.wpengine.com/programs/retreats/adult-family-retreats/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lutherdale.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2FMinistry-Professional-Family-Retreat-Flyer.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbdfd32ea25e74096702008d6c44048e8%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%
http://lutherdale.wpengine.com/programs/retreats/adult-family-retreats/
http://www.lutheranmeninmission.org
https://www.faithlutheranjanesville.org/travel-with-flc


11 

ELCA World Hunger  
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

August Newsletter  
articles are due  

July 25th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


