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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

  From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

“Piglet noticed that though he had a very small heart, it could hold a 
rather large amount of Gratitude.” A.A. Milne 

During the extended season of Epiphany (and the revealing of Jesus as Lord) that we 
experienced this year, I had the opportunity to catch up on some reading and further 
exploration into our theme of Gratitude.  My beginning to the idea of Gratitude 
began with a book form the author Diana Butler Bass entitled, Grateful: The 
Transformative Power of Giving Thanks.   

As we now begin our move from that time of Epiphany into the penitential time of 
Lent, I began to wonder how this idea of giving thanks could influence our 
contemplation of the gift Jesus gave us in the great sacrifice he endured for us. 

To help us think about that, here are some tid-bits I copied from an interview Diana 
Butler Bass had with David Crumm, Editor on the Read The Spirit website: 

Diana agreed in our interview, “I would say that the biggest source of confusion when Americans think 
about gratitude is that we associate gratitude with getting stuff and having stuff. That’s what the secular 
prosperity gospel preaches. That message tells us: We should be grateful because we are achieving 
material success. 

“In my book, I describe the idea of gratefulness that is foundational 
to the Hebrew scriptures, the Christian New Testament, Buddhism 
and Islam,” she continued. “This idea of gratefulness comes from a 
different place. The first true thing about every life on earth is that 
we are receivers. We have received the greatest gift of all and that 
gift is life itself. Everyone of us was born—and then someone took 
care of us for a long time. If you’re a human being on this planet, 
our traditions call us to recognize that we can never hope to 
receive a greater gift than our lives and those early years of care. 

“Every religion teaches us that we should be aware of our humble 
origins and be shaped by these gifts we were given. Most people of 
faith believe that God is a part of that picture and that God is the 
source of these gifts. And we’re not talking about a stingy God—
we’re certainly not talking about an accumulation of stuff you can 
order on Amazon. No. We’re talking about gifts of God that are as 
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 continued From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

fundamental and powerful as an infant taking its first breath.” 

“Ultimately, gratitude is the sharing of good with others wherever we are, sometimes simply because we still 
have life and breath left in our bodies—and we still have the ability to act with compassion toward others 
and to create justice together.” [https://www.readthespirit.com/explore/diana-butler-bass-why-should-we-
feel-grateful/] 

During the season of Lent, our traditional mood has been one of penitence, which my Webster’s Dictionary 
defines as, “feeling sorry for having done wrong and willing to atone.”  I understand the need for that, and I 
am glad that we have a time of the year set aside for just this reason.  But what if we combined that period of 
penitence with a background of being grateful?  That is, working for the good of all out of an appreciation for 
what we have been given, while humbling ourselves – knowing that we ourselves do not deserve the gifts we 
have been given, and therefore sharing with others the meager resources we have.  And we could do this for 
the simple reason that we still are breathing.  

Pastor Barry 

An Amusing  
By Jon Urness 

One of the simple pleasures of being raised in the 1940’s  
Town of Vermont was to run barefoot through cool, ten-
der new shoots of green grass in the springtime. Calvin 
Tollefson grew up on Bell Road where Ron Bodnar now 
lives. Along with his brother Jim and sisters Flora Belle 
and Carol, Cal couldn’t wait for that first day in Spring when he could shuck the shoes and 
gallop through the hay unfettered by leather and laces. But his parents, Joe and Clara, had a 
long-standing rule, “There’ll be no bare feet until the whippoorwill sings!” 

But with the four Tollefson kids as co-conspirators, a plan was soon developed to circumvent 
the law of the whippoorwill. Right about dark, one of the quartet would sneak out of the house 
and venture out on to the meadow and attempt to mimic the singy-song of the season’s first 
whippoorwill. As Cal recalls today, mother was never fooled, and the shoes stayed on until the 
“real” whippoorwill made it’s appearance and called from the hillside above the house. 

A Sure Sign of Spring 

2019 Men’s Meatball Dinner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIxfVSS_65o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIxfVSS_65o
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WELCA  News 

 

MARCH Altar Duty 
 

Jill Dybdahl 
& 

Joyce Howery 

 
Annual Giving: Thank you to all the women who contr ibuted their  annual giving to 
Vermont WELCA. You keep our missions going. If you forgot your annual gift, we will accept 
it at anytime. Checks can be made out to Vermont WELCA and put in the offering plate or sent 
to Susan Olson, 1403 Hillside Road, Black Earth, Wi. 53515.  Please put annual giving in the 
memo line. Thank you! 

 

Altar Duty: If there are any changes to be made, please contact Kr is Antonie. 

 

Pennies for Poverty: You may remember  the pennies jar  that we have on the kitchen 
counter. These donations are gathered up yearly and support our local domestic abuse shelters. 
100% of all the money goes to the shelters. Let’s see how fast we can fill up that penny jar. 
Thank you! 

 

The Barneveld Spring Gathering Conference will be held on Apr il 27, 2019 at 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mt. Horeb. Check in is at 8:30am with the program starting at 
9:30 am. The program will have Bev  Burns of “Passages” which is a women’s shelter and 
Darlene Masters of Family Advocates. Pre-register at elc@mhtc.net. There will be a $5. 
Charge at the door. 

 

The 11th Triennial Convention and Gathering will be held July 14, 2020 – July 16, 2020 in 
Phoenix, Arizona.  See the Trumpeter on our bulletin board for information. 

 

2019 SWO Biennial Convention will be held September 20 + 21. 

mailto:elc@mhtc.net
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March 3 
Transfiguration  

Matthew 16:24—17:8  
Psalm 41:7-10  

 
March 6, 2019 (Ash Wednesday)  

Who Is the Greatest?  
Matthew 18:1-9 
Psalm 146:7c-10 

March 10 
Forgiveness 

Matthew 18:15-35  
Psalm 32:1-2 

March 17 

Laborers in the Vineyard 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Psalm 16:5-8 

March 24 

Wedding Banquet 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Psalm 45:6-7 

March 31 
Bridesmaids (or Talents) 

Matthew 25:1-13  
(or Matthew 25:14-30) 

Psalm 43:3-4 

    

 Heidi Doyle  1 

 Marie Severson  1 

 Shelby McKenzie  2 

 John Donaldson  6 

 Cole Rickey  6 

 Tyler Haugen  7 

 Dane Nesheim  7 

 Virginia Urness  7 

 Sara Amble  9 

 Amanda Powers  9 

 Sadie Powers  9 

 Paige Myers  10 

 David Parrell  11 

 Avery DeWitt  12 

 Kent Norslien  12 

 James Hanson  13 

 Arlyn McKenzie  15 

 Alex Page  16 

 Dylan Lemke  17 

 Wes Childs  18 

 Laura Brehm  20 

 Michael Dauck  21 

 Auguste Wolle  22 

 Beverly Westphal  24 

 Jill Adler   26 

 Mya Boebel  28 

 Paul Dybdahl  28 

 Susan Olson  28 

 Stephanie Belmas  30 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Come join us for a Soup Supper each Wednesday night during Lent. Suppers are served the 
Wednesday after Ash Wednesday until Holy Week, March 13-April 10th. Supper is at 6 pm.  
 A short service follows at 7 pm. 

 

Soup Supper Schedule 2019 

 March 13 - Church Council 

 March 20—Men’s Group 

 March 27– Choir 

 April 3 - WELCA 

 April 10—Youth 

ASH WEDNESDAY—March 6th 
Why do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday?  

Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh 
week before Easter and the first day of Lent. The day 
is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a prac-
tice that many Lutheran congregations have found to 
be a very meaningful part of the Ash Wednesday lit-
urgy.  

Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bible (e.g., 
Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians adopted the use of 
ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence.  

Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence: 

 Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to 
dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19). 

 Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of soap. 
Even on Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day, we receive ashes in the form of the 
cross, the same symbol placed on our bodies with water in our baptism. Even in this ashen 
mark of death, we anticipate the new life of Easter.  

 Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried into the 
ground or as ashes are placed in a columbarium (see “What are columbaria and memorial 
gardens?”). "We commit this body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 284).  

 Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God. 
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World Water Day 

March 22nd 

CONFIRMATION 

 March 6th Ash Wednesday 7pm  Service 

 March 13th Lent   6pm  Class, Soup Supper & Service 

 March 20th  Lent   6pm  Class, Soup Supper & Service 

 March 27th  Service Project 3—5:30 pm More Information to Come 
   Lent   6pm  Soup Supper & Service 

 April 3rd Lent   6pm  Class, Soup Supper & Service 

UPCOMING EVENTS –continued 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS –continued 

CABIN FEVER RELIEVERS 

Mark Your Calendars: Three interesting and diverse Cabin Fever  Relievers are set 
for the Gathering Place. All are set for 7 PM on Sunday evenings with popcorn and re-
freshments served. Come join in the fun! 

Sunday, March 10th – Gateway to the Driftless (GTTD) 

As residents of this beautiful piece of God’s creation, we know there are many valuable natural resources, a 
rich history and interesting cultural heritage that make our home unique. These assets also produce an inter-
esting opportunity. 
 
In partnership with the Villages of Cross Plains, Black Earth, Mazomanie, and Arena, the Wisconsin Heights 
School District, the local Chambers of Commerce, and other nonprofit mission organizations, GTTD was 
created to promote smart economic growth in northwestern Dane County sustained by our area’s wealth of 
outdoor recreation and abundant natural resources.  
 
GTTD Executive Director Chris Long will provide insight into the kinds of projects GTTD envisions, such 
as completion of a multi-use year-round trail from Middleton to Sauk City, and the work already accom-
plished, such as coordination of the restoration of the Wolf Run Trail after the flood damage and creation of 
an interactive website:  https://gatewaytothedriftless.com 
 
Popcorn and refreshments will be provided 
 

 

Last Cabin Fever Reliever of the Season! 

Join us for this ultimate road trip at 7 PM in the Gath-
ering Place on Sunday April 7th. Randy and Ingerid 

Kvam, along with their son, Karsten, and his girlfriend, 
Taylor Endres, traveled through the New England 
states last August.  Come along to Niagara Falls, the 

Green Mountains in Vermont, the White Mountains in 
New Hampshire, the coast of Maine, and the historic 
cities of Boston, Newport, Rhode Island, and Mystic, 
Connecticut.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gatewaytothedriftless.com
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes February 21, 2019 

 
Meeting was called to order by Vice President Paul Dybdahl at 7;04 PM 
 
Attendance: Paul D, Klover  S, Carol J , Steve H, Ellie B, Aaron T, Larry Z, Pastor  Barry 
 
Devotions: Pastor  Bar ry led us in Devotions with a letter  from ELCA Bishop Eaton. It addressed the 
trend of declining membership in not only our denomination but typically throughout all forms of Worship. 
What to do? Perhaps we need to explore less of what we want to do and more of, “what is God up to and what 
does He want us to do!” 
 
Election of Officers: An open Council Seat nominee was left off of the ballot at the Annual Meeting. The 
Council used its authority to fill the vacancy by appointment. Aaron made a motion to appoint Larry Z to the 
Council and Klover seconded. Passed unanimously. Open to Officer nominations. 
Nominations; President- Paul Dybdahl 
                       Vice President – Peter Antonie 
                       Treasurer – Steve Holzheuter 
                       Secretary – Larry Ziemer 
Steve made a motion to approve all nominations with a unanimous ballot, Klover seconded , passed 
unanimously 
 
Pastors Report: Repor t approved by Council major ity online. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Repor t approved by Council major ity online. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Steve descr ibed the new look of the financial repor ts with utilizing our  new 
computer software and Liz H providing these reports. After February additional yearly comparisons will be 
shown. Encouragingly our Jan income was up $1,000 over last year. Expenses were stable. A discussion was 
held about providing additional data in the Church bulletin regarding Church finances. Steve made a motion to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report, Carol J seconded, passed unanimously. 
 
Vision and Mission: Meetings will be held by the Youth and Visibility Teams to determine their  
expectations for the year. A joint meeting was held between the Participation Team and the Stewardship 
Committee. The purpose was to divide up and provide tasks that would best suit each group. A separate 
summary report on  that meeting is provided separate from the Minutes. 
 
Old Business: 

Legacy Fund: Steve reported that the Cemetery and Legacy Committees are working together to transfer an 
amount of Cemetery funds to the Legacy Fund as seed money to jump start this new endeavor. 
Approximately $80,000 will be transferred and a Vanguard Index Fund will be established for these 
dollars. A Resolution is required by Vanguard  from the Council  for the establishment of this fund.  
Carol J made a motion and Aaron seconded that a Resolution be provided for this purpose. Jon Urness 
and Liz Herrling were also approved as the signatories for the Fund. Only one signature is required for 
Fund activity. 

LEAD Conference: This years LEAD leadership conference will be held at the Mt. Horeb ELC Church. So 
far Peter, Klover and Pastor Barry have registered for this March 9 event. 

 
New Business: 
 

Committee Reports: Additional reporting of previously received Committee Reports: 
Mission Report: Klover provided some information of their effort to begin a Lenten “Giving in Gratitude” 
program. This will include donations from cleaning out Cupboards, Closets and Cash (wallets). Donations will 
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be forwarded to a variety of Charitable Organizations. The Committee will be making a presentation to the 
Congregation about this program. 
 
Outreach: Valentines were delivered to Congregational shut ins. 
 
Carol made a motion to approve Committee reports, Steve seconded, unanimously approved 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers: These will begin on Wednesday 3/13 and continue through 4/10 with various 
Church groups sponsoring the Suppers prior to the Lenten Service. 

Mount Horeb Frolic requesting Church Sponsorship funding assistance for a specific event: After 
discussion it was agreed that we would not participate in this funding program due to the constraints of 
our own financial situation 

Online Giving Options: There continues to be a variety of options for congregational members to give 
financially to Vermont as e.g., PayPal, Smart Church , Network for Good. Pastor Barry presented 
another option being investigated as known as Square. This can be a card swipe option which may be 
considered in the future for our Church 

Sauk-Prairie Healthcare Grant Program: Missy Danz forwarded information about this program to the 
Council from Sauk-Prairie Healthcare Group. We received an immediate impact of Carol Johnsons 
work experiences. She has previously written and applied for grants. She volunteered to investigate this 
Grant program, evaluate our qualifications and if eligible provide an application for Vermont in this 
program. 

 
A motion was made by Ellie at 8:55 PM to adjourn Carol seconded, approved unanimously 
 
We Closed with The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Next meeting – Thursday March 21, 7 PM 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Financials: For February 2019 
  

 Income: $      7,325.65 

 Expenses:  $   12,569.48 
 
 Difference:    $  - 5,243.83 

 

February 2019 

  7th Not Recorded 

  10th Not Recorded 

  17th 41 

  24th Service Cancelled 
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Pastor’s Report 

 

Baptisms:   0  Weddings:  0  Funerals:    0  Home Visits:  12 

Hospital Visits:  0 

West Dane Text Study:  2       Area Narrative Study Group:1 Called off due to weather 

Nursing Home Worship: 1 at Milestone in Cross Plains,  

       1 at Heartland Village cancelled because of weather.  

 

The focus word for the last month has had to be “weather”.  Our Annual Meeting was postponed because of 
weather to Feb. 10, we called off a worship service at Heartland Manor because of weather and road 
conditions, we cancelled a Confirmation class, I had a couple of clergy gatherings that we cancelled because 
of weather conditions, and ironically, we even had two postponements of a Cabin Fever Reliever which 
occurred and meant that the meteorologist/weather forecaster Bob Lindmeier would not come because of 
weather/road conditions!  So, it’s been a month of playing “catch-up” for missed days, and some rearranging 
of schedules to fit what Mother Nature throws our way.  Who says we aren’t flexible?  We have not had to 
cancel any worship services, and for that I am grateful. 

 

We did have a lovely time at the men’s Meatball Dinner on the 17th!  It was amazing how many people did 
attend considering the snow falling on that day as well.  However, the food supply fairies were spot-on in their 
predicting, and we had just enough food to go around with some limited after-dinner sales of lefse, meatballs, 
and pie.  A huge thank you to all who organized, staffed, and cleaned up for this annual event; we certainly 
couldn’t have done it without your help. 

 

Preparations are underway for the upcoming Lenten season which begins on March 6th this year.  We will 
once again have Wednesday evening worship in the Gathering Place, and we are seeking mentors for the 11 
Confirmation students who will enjoy meeting and talking with them during the upcoming Soup Suppers. 

 

We have some older members who could use our prayers – in particular, Burnett and Marie Severson, Don 
and Beverly Schultz, and Ginny Johnson.  There is nothing of urgent concern here, but as members age, there 
are an increasing amount of difficulties that must be overcome.  Please keep these folks and others in need in 
your prayers. 

 

I am looking forward to the LEAD event at ELC in Mt. Horeb on March 9th and hope everyone is registered, 
or will register soon for this event.  Remember to tell Liz you are attending so that she can get a count of 
members for the check that will be sent in for our registration fees. 

 

Lastly, National Quilting Day in March 16th, so we will be celebrating our Vermont Quilters on Sunday, the 
17th.  Let’s join in thanking them for all that they continue to do!  And our WELCA is holding its annual 
fundraising event, so let’s be generous with those contributions as well. 

Pastor Barry 
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40 Days of Giving at 
Vermont Lutheran 
Church:   

Cupboard, Closet or 
Cash Gratitude  
Clear-out  

 

For the 40 days of Lent, 

we invite you to give an 
item a day.  You may 

donate food from your 

cupboard, clothes (in 

good condition) from 
your closet or cash from 

your pocket(book).  

These will be donated: 

Cupboard—local area 
food pantries 

Closet  - BE food pantry 

and other local places 

Cash Gratitude—ELCA 

World Hunger 

Find daily ideas for how 
to engage in the Lenten 
disciplines of self-
examination, repentance, 
prayer and fasting, 
sacrificial giving, and 
works of love with a 
devotional calendar.  Pick 
up your Giving Jar and 
Devotional Calendar in 
the Narthex.  Food and 
Clothing donations can 
be dropped off in the 
narthex during Lent.  
Lent begins on March 
6th. 
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News From ELCA World Hunger (continued) 
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News From Lutheran World Relief . . . 

I don't quilt! 

You can still send 8 

Mission Quilts! 

When you give the gift of 

LWR Mission Quilts you give 

a tangible symbol of God’s 

love to people in their hour 

of greatest need. Yesterday a 

quilt covered a sleeping child 

in South Sudan. Tomorrow it 

may comfort an aging 

grandmother in Serbia. Just 

think of where your gift may 

go, and how much it will 

mean to the recipient. 

You can also send 8 Mission 
Quilts or 80 Mission Quilts 
with a Crate of Comfort.   

     $18 

https://gifts.lwr.org/send-8-mission-quilts
https://gifts.lwr.org/send-8-mission-quilts
https://gifts.lwr.org/send-a-crate-of-comfort-80-mission-quilts
https://gifts.lwr.org/send-a-crate-of-comfort-80-mission-quilts
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

Log on to see all Vermont 

news and pictures!   

  

Join us on  

SMART CHURCH! 

at Smartchurch.com 

April Newsletter  
articles are due  

March 23rd 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


