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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

At our recent Church Council meeting, we talked about what it means to be 
a “member” of Vermont Lutheran.  This is a perennial difficulty for all 
churches as we try to sort out how to recognize people who are 
responsible for this congregation and to whom this congregation is 
responsible for in return.   

In referring to our congregation’s Constitution, there are two things that 
came to my attention: 

Chapter 8, section C8.01: Voting members are confirmed members. 
Such confirmed members, during the current or preceding calendar year, 
shall have communed in this congregation and shall have made a 
contribution of record to this congregation.  Members of this congregation 
who have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice 
and vote at every regular and special meeting of the congregation. 

This causes concern because we struggle with those whom we do not see 
in our worship services, but who yet claim membership here.  The concern is two-fold:  1) What is “a 
contribution of record”?  Does helping at the Lutefisk Dinner count as a contribution of record?  And, 
2) Should people who do not “contribute” retain their voting membership status? 

These issues become delicate as we know there are those who cannot contribute financially for one 
reason or another, and others for whom Sunday morning worship is very difficult to schedule due to 
work commitments or other reasons.  We want to be fair and compassionate, yet we understand first
-hand the fiscal realities of continuing congregational ministries.  To be fair, our congregation has 
mostly erred on the side of compassion, and we wish most of all, to keep 
people connected with the church. 

But something resonated with me when I read further down the page:  
C8.04: It shall be the privilege and duty of members of this congregation to: 

 a. make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and  
  sacraments; 

 b. live a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and the 
  teachings of the Lutheran church; and 

 c. support the work of this congregation, the synod, and the  
  churchwide organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
  America through contributions of their time, abilities, and  
  financial support as biblical stewards. 
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continued From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

Highlights  

What struck me is in the very first seven words of this section, It shall be the privilege and duty of 
members…  The words following can be discussed at another time, but I had to think about the 
privilege and duty of members…  We don’t talk about the duties and responsibilities of being 
members of Vermont Lutheran Church, but as we fully know, every relationship includes 
participation by both sides. 

What are our privileged responsibilities as congregational members?  If the church’s responsibilities 
to us are unquestioned and expected, what can the church/congregation expect from us?  Certainly 
there was great participation in the Lutefisk Dinner, and we couldn’t have been successful without 
the very gifted participation of so many members.   

But in a congregation of 300+ members, why do we see an average Sunday attendance of about 60 
worshipers? 

I do not say any of this to inspire guilt or accusation, but what are the responsibilities of members as 
we see outlined in our Constitution?  Do we recognize the duties as outlined in the Constitution?  
How do we fulfill these without being an active part of the congregation? 

Is our congregation relevant to our members?  How might we better address the needs of those who 
are members – as well as those who are not members but could use our help? 

These are things we all ought to struggle with a little bit, not just the Council.  As committed and 
privileged Christians, and voting members of Vermont Lutheran, how can we be responsible 
members as well? 

Peace! 

Pastor Barry 

 Confirmation Class 2019 

Samuel King, Samantha Herrling, 

Cara Boebel and Derek Adler 
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Highlights (continued) 

Lutefisk Mission Dinner 
2019:   
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Highlights (continued) 

2019 Raffle Winners 

Small bird house:      Carolyn Antonie 

Barn wood bluebird house:   Ruth Carpenter 

Bluebird house:    Melissa Hanson 

“Life is Good” plaque:   Dickensons 

Bluebird house:    Cindy Everson 

Cedar bluebird house:   Kathy Wulff 

Red cedar bowl:    Dennis Pine 

Hall tree with longhorn hooks:  Luke Herrling 

Still life painting:    Susan Schaub 

Holstein quilt:    Ruth Carpenter 

 

The Vermont Quilters wish to express their appreciation for the support the congregation has shown 
for the raffle fundraiser.   

Thank you: 

 For the council who procured the license. 

 The people who bought the tickets 

 The people who supplied the prizes 

 Liz, who made up the tickets 

 The people who sold the tickets 

 The promoters of the event. 

$595 dollars was raised.  The money will be used for materials and expenses involved in the 
construction and the shipping of the quilts. THANK YOU! 

 

LUTEFISK MISSION DINNER SUMMARY 

A  big thank you to everyone who was involved with our 2019 Lutefisk dinner.  The preparation starts 
in August, goes thru September and most of October.  This year, again, we had dedicated people 
who participated in most of the preparations.   We all appreciate the time and effort to all those that 
were involved.  We also thank the members and friends of Vermont, who show up that day to help 
with our setup and meal.  Our dinner brings generations of families together, while providing a meal 
that we hear is “best in the area.”  Thank you!!!!!   
 
This year our Lutefisk dinner sold out!  We served over 1000 people including our valuable 
workers.  We will have a full report at the annual meeting.  Our Income with tickets, food sales and 
donations exceeded $19,000.  A very successful dinner.   Our expenses were around 
$9,000.  Again, we heard ours is the best in the area!!!!  Thank you to all that were involved. 
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Breakfast Social            Wednesday, November 13th 

We would like to invite all members to meet for breakfast. 
 When:   On the second Wednesday of every month at 8:30AM 
 Where:  Base Camp in Mazomanie 

Wednesday, November 20 at 9:30 
in the Gathering Place 

Copies of the Bible study will be available in the 
narthex.  In November, we will return to our 3rd 
Wednesday schedule and will meet on November 20; 
December 18th and January 15th.  We had a good 
discussion at our first meeting in September and look for 
more of you to join us.  The study is taken from the 
Gather Magazine.  If you have any questions, contact 

Pastor Barry, Klover Schafer or Marlene Ludolph.    

UPCOMING EVENTS   

Deer Hunter’s Meeting        
Saturday, November 16th at 6pm 

Welcome, tell us your camp stories and personal hunting experiences. 
  
Everyone is encouraged to bring your trophy mounts for display (and 
bragging rights) as well as you favorite heirloom hunting rifle to share your 
pride in ownership. 
 
Bring your favorite recipe, venison sausage or snack to share. 
 
Door prizes, raffle tickets and hand-outs available for your information. 

Sunday, December 8th at 6:30pm 
in the Gathering Place. 

Want to know the truth about climate change? 
Bob Lindmeier, Chief Meteorologist at WKOW-TV, 
will use his many years of experience as a 
scientist who has closely followed the problem of 
climate change to present information on the 
following: causes of global warming; impacts of 
global warming in Wisconsin and in the U.S.; 
consensus in the scientific community; what is 

needed to create positive change; and, taking responsibility for our actions. Popcorn and 
refreshments will be served. Vermont Church is located midway between Black Earth and Mount 
Horeb, at 9886 Vermont Church Road,  ½ mile west of highway 78 and is handicapped accessible.  
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WELCA  News 

November Altar Duty 
 

Mary Nelson &Pat Ziemer 

 November Thankofferings:  November is the time when we give thanks. It is a special 
time of year for the Women of the ELCA (WELCA). Men and women step up and say ‘Thank 
You’ for a multitude of God given moments. This has been a great tradition since the 1800’s, 
when Christian women formed societies to support the mission of the church when others said 
it couldn’t be done. These offerings support programs, events, church wide and global mis-
sions in our Lutheran Church. 

   How can I make a Thankoffering? 

Envelopes will be provided on the bulletin (usher’s) table from November 3 through Novem-
ber 17.  You may put your envelope in the offering plate or mail it to Susan Olson, WELCA 
Treasurer, 1403 Hillside Road, Black Earth, Wi. 53515.  Checks should be made out to Ver-
mont WELCA with Thankoffering written in the memo. All gifts are gathered and sent directly 
to our national organization. 

 

December Holiday Get-Together. Vermont WELCA will be making Chr istmas baskets for  
our parishioners on Monday, December 9, starting at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. A pot-
luck luncheon around 11:00 am and then a short WELCA quarterly meeting will follow this 
time. Our December meeting will set the new budget for 2020. 

 

Christmas Baskets: Chr istmas baskets are usually sent out to our par ishioners in nursing 
homes and those with in-home care or an illness.  It’s a great way for our church to reach out.  
We are in need of cheese sticks, crackers, cookies, hard candies, and fruit (bananas, Halos). 
Please contact Marlene Ludolph at 608-370-8148, if you can come and help on December 9, to 
donate food, or deliver the baskets. Thank you so much. 

 

WELCA WWW.WOMENOFTHEELCA.org 

“What is WELCA? It’s an easy way to say Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. Our organization includes women who gather in over 7,000 locations in the U.S. and 
the Caribbean, for service, study, advocacy, fellowship and more! WELCA embraces all kinds 
of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus 
Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA. 

http://WWW.WOMENOFTHEELCA.org
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November 3 
Elijah at Mount Carmel 

1 Kings 18:20-39 
Mark 9:2-4 

 
November 10 

Hosea 
Hosea 11:1-9 

Mark 10:13-14 

 
November 17 

Isaiah’s Vineyard Song 
Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 

Mark 12:1-3 

 
November 24 

Josiah’s Reform 
2 Kings 22:1-10; 23:1-3 

Luke 24:30-32 
 

  
  

 

  

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Minda Engel November 03 

Lukas Lemke November 04 

Melissa Hanson November 05 

Laramie Schultz November 09 

Bryce Duhr November 10 

Daniel Parrell November 10 

Charles Erickson November 11 

Bridget Wolle November 11 

Dylan Rickey November 12 

Emma King November 14 

Alex Orth November 14 

Douglas Meier November 15 

Edwin Schroeder November 15 

Claire Howery November 17 

Donald Parrell November 17 

Jeffrey Herrling November 18 

Jon Urness November 19 

John Howery November 21 

Marguerite Parrell November 21 

Joyce Howery November 24 

Charlotte Herman November 25 

Denise Boehnen November 26 

Elizabeth Herrling November 29 

Joseph Schultz November 30 
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VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes October 23, 2019 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 PM by President Paul Dybdahl 
 
Attendance: Pastor  Bar ry, Steve H, Paul D, Carol J , Aaron T, Klover  S, Larry Z, Ellie B, Peter  A 
 
Devotions: Pastor  Bar ry led us in devotions. Using an excerpt from the Wednesday morning Bible Study 
raised the question about God’s and our role in grieving and injustice. Our role is to be aware of folks that are 
experiencing these times of difficulties. Be compassionate and sensitive and available to help in these  times of 
need of others. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Approved online 
 
Secretary’s Report: Approved online 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Approved online. Additional details provided by Steve. Of the $3500 elevator  repair  
bill, $2500 was reimbursed by our Insurance Company under policy coverage. Thru September our income is 
ahead of last year at this time. We our currently approx. -$11,000 vs. expenses with the continual expectation 
we will have a strong 4th quarter. A positive note is the PayPal contributions are at approx. $4,000 for the year 
so far. 
 
Vision and Mission: 

Participation – Ongoing work with the membership roster to determine the accuracy of our list of mem-
bers. 

Visibility: Carol J  repor ted that from her  review of signs that we are able to post the name of the en-
tity (Vermont Lutheran Church) and the time of activity (Worship) that takes place. We will add time to 
our sign on Highway 78. 

            On  Sunday evening, Dec 8, Bob Lindemeier, weatherman, will give his presentation on 
            Climate Change and How it is Affecting our Weather. This will be the first of Cabin Fever 
            Relievers and all are encouraged to offer their ideas for future presentations. 

Youth: Youth Group made meatballs for  selling using about 90# of meat. About half have been sold 
so the sale continues until all are gone. Also Care Packages for shut ins were prepared during the God's 
Work Our Hands Sunday. 

 
Committee Reports: Proper ty Repor t presented. Aaron made a motion to accept, Peter  seconded, passed 
unanimously. 
 
Old Business: 

God’s Work Our Hands: Oct 13th, Wood splitting and stacking  was done at Howerys, the VLC section 
of Highway 78 plus Vermont Church Road was cleaned up, the Choir sang at Heartland Care Facility, 
shut in care boxes were prepared. 

Legacy Fund/Cemetery Report: Steve repor ted that this fund is at about $350 Thousand which is an 
incredible response towards the $1 Million goal to firstly be available to purchase additional property 
when available and secondly be a sustaining fund for unexpected needs that may arise for the Church. 
See the Cemetery View publication for additional information. 

Saturday Lefse Prep: This was a one time effor t to see if we could gain additional par ticipants in the 
Lefse making for the Lutefisk Dinner. It was a rousing success with a younger generation  plus others 
to help that day. A note was that baby sitting care was available but in future attempts we will increase 
our space and helpers for this portion of the activity. 

Non Budgeted Expense spending limits: When the elevator  repair  expense needed immediate atten-
tion, 2 officers signed off on this approval. It was an occurrence when we exceeded our 2% budgeted 
amount as is our Constitutional limit. Aaron made a motion for the Council to approve this overage ex-
pense that was approved by the Officers. Peter seconded it and it was passed unanimously. Going for-
ward Aaron is continuing to review our Constitution and looking at areas where we wish to reconcile 
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Financials: Year to Date October 2019 
  

 Operating Contributions: $    106,796.35 

 Total Operating Expenses:  $    118,736.23 

 Difference:               - $      11,939.88 

 

October 2019 

  6th 52 

  13th 30  

  20th 45 

  27th 80 

   

   

ours with the Synods. Also an amendment will be prepared addressing these issues for the future ap-
proval of the Congregation. 

 
New Business: 

Christmas Eve Service will be at 4 PM 
Begin 2020 Budget work next meeting 
End of year review will be done of our suspending Mission Contributions for 2019 
Annual reviews of staff to be performed 
2020 Council member nominations. Paul will have completed his second 3 yr. term. Ellie is at the end of 

her first term and agreed to be nominated for a second term. Klover is at the end of her first term and is 
considering whether she will be available for nomination for a second term. 

Preliminary numbers from Lutefisk Dinner indicate extremely high ticket sales of 920. All other numbers 
were incomplete at meeting time and will soon be available to report. 

Pastor Barry presented the four candidates for Confirmation in 2019: 
Sam King 
Cara Boebel 
Derek Adler 
Samantha Herrling 
Pastor Barry made a motion to affirm these four for Confirmation, Carol seconded, passed unanimously 

Congregational Annual Meeting – January 26th, 2020 
 
At 8:15 PM a motion to adjourn was made by Aaron, Steve seconded it, the meeting was adjourned unani-
mously. 
 
We closed with The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Next meeting November 20th, 2019, 6 PM 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
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Church Council Meeting  
October 23, 2019 
Pastor’s Report 

 
Baptisms:   0  Weddings:  0  Shut-In Visits: 6   Hospital Visits:  2 
Funerals:    1:  Rollie Barsness graveside funeral on September 20. 
 
West Dane Text Study:  4; Area Narrative Study Group:  1; Mt. Horeb Ecumenical Clergy: 3 
Nursing Home Worship: 1 at Milestone in Cross Plains; 1 at Heartland Village  
 

I would like to start this month’s report with our students seeking to be Confirmed in their faith on Sunday, Oc-
tober 27th.  We have four students this year – Derek Adler, Cara Boebel, Samantha Herrling, and Sam King.  
Of these four, one was a challenge, as they seemed to have little knowledge of some key words and the abil-
ity to recite things like the Apostles’ Creed.  However, it seems that this student has an appropriate under-
standing of God’s love and forgiveness and a faith in the Almighty, and I decided that they showed me 
enough of an understanding of faith that they would make a god candidate for being confirmed.  At the same 
time, I have to lift up Cara Boebel; I dislike singling students out, but Cara showed such an honest and knowl-
edgeable faith, that I think she deserves some recognition.  Cara is not only articulate about the foundations 
of our Lutheran faith, but she also shows a personal understanding and caring about what it is that she truly 
believes.  Cara will make a great impact wherever she may go, and will be one great asset to any church she 
attends.  I can’t say enough about the faithful impression this young woman made on me. 

That said, I present to the Council these four students - Derek Adler, Cara Boebel, Samantha Herrling, and 
Sam King – to be confirmed on October 27th at Vermont Lutheran. 

I attended our annual Bishop’s Convocation in Dubuque, IA in the beginning of October.  This year’s focus 
was two-fold: That of what it means to observe the Sabbath, and the state of racial inequity and division in our 
society.  These were some of the finest presentations I have attended, and left feeling enlightened, especially 
about the concept of Sabbath.  Racial inequity has always been a concern for me, and what we learned from 
Judith Roberts (ELCA Program Director for Racial Justice) was practical and encouraging. Judith reminded 
us of a quote from Thoreau which struck me as a powerful thought to keep in mind, “It is not what you look at 
that matters; it is what you see.” 

Dr. Wayne Muller spoke to us about Sabbath, and reminded us that “You shall honor the Sabbath and keep it 
holy” is #3 in the 10 Commandments, and is linked with the group of the Commandments determining how we 
honor our God.  Being in the Commandments, it is right up there with “You shall not steal; you shall not kill; 
and you shall not bear false witness.”  Yet, we often mistakenly dismiss this as a lazy idea, born in first class 
privilege for those who can afford the time to do nothing.   

My concerns continue with those in our congregation who struggle, especially Paul Skalet, Ethyl Skalet, Bur-
nett Severson, Mary Nelson, and Don Schultz. Health issues put people in difficult positions in our society, 
and God’s comforting hand is always welcome.       Pastor Barry 

 
Property Report 
Sept-Oct 2019 

 
Sprayed cemetery for broadleaf weeds (Herrling) 
Weeded gardens (Clason) 
Trimmed back perennials (Antonie) 
Gardens mulched (Herrling) 
Women’s bathroom stall painted and fixed wall paper tear and painted (McKenzie) 
 
Cemetery road way completed John Hallick Paid 
 Repair where rain eroded will be repaired whenever we get dry weather!!!! 
 
Descaled hot water heater and made toilets stop wobbling!!  Sauk Plains Plumbing 
 
Pre-Lutefisk—Dish washer inspected—Ecolab 
Pre-Lutefisk—Windows and lights washed—RVR Services 
Post-Lutefisk—Carpets & tile  upstairs and downstairs cleaned.—RVR Services 
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Synod  News 

Come to Be Fed and Gather in Beloved Community - WORSHIP WITH US AT THE SYNOD OFFICE           

Thursdays - 12:00 Noon with Brown Bag Lunch at 12:30  

 

Join the synod staff and others on Thursdays for Worship with 

Holy Communion.   

 

We are gratefully led by a different preacher each week 

from our synod and then gather at 12:30 for brown bag lunch 

immediately after worship.  It’s always a wonderful informal 

and intimate gathering of a few or many!  Come take 

sabbath time with us and be sent forth as witnesses to Jesus’ 

resurrection, showing glory to all the world in Jesus’ name.  

You will be glad you did! 
 

If you are willing to volunteer your time to lead worship, we would love to have pastors, deacons or interns 

lead us. Worship is a simple service consisting typically of a gathering song, word, meal, prayers and sending 

song.  Contact Robyn Zimmerman at robynz@scsw-elca.org if you would like to share your time and talent 

this way. 

NEW!  Join Our Ministry Partner, Lutheran Office for 

Public Policy in Wisconsin for Wednesday Noon Live! 

 

Each month, beginning November 6 at noon, 

updates on legislation that pertains to the work we 

are doing as a church will be broadcast on 

Facebook Live!   

 

Interviews with guests and more! 

 

Search LOPPW on Facebook for more information. 

 

This is a great way to stay connected and informed 

on issues pertaining to care of creation, human 

trafficking, hunger and more.   

WHAT MATTERS -  

Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & Events!  
 

Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay connected to exciting 

events and stories of our faith in action in our synod!  To sign up 

for synod news, please email Assistant to the Bishop for Synodi-

cal Life, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at  

vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What Matters.”  

mailto:robynz@scsw-elca.org
mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
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Lutheran Social Services 

 

 

24 hours. 24 stories of hope. 24 opportunities to fuel $2.4 million. 
Welcome! We are so glad you are here. 

Join us on Facebook for 24-hours between 6:00 p.m. November 12
th
 and 6:00 p.m. November 

13
th
 for our Fuel the Mission event. We promise that you will be inspired by the 24 uplifting stories of 

hope and service - shared by LSS clients, employees, partners and friends - that have impacted 
many lives.  

Please be sure to Like and Follow our Facebook page (facebook.com/LSSWis). Invite your friends 
and family members to do the same. Scroll down for details if you need to know how to create a 
Facebook account.  Once connected, you also will be able to share how LSS has made a positive 
difference in your life or the life of someone close to you. 
During these 24-hours, Facebook followers will have the opportunity to Fuel the LSS Mission 
together through any size donation. See below for more information about the significant ways you 
can make a real difference in the lives of those we have the privilege to serve. 

Can’t join us on November 12
th
 and 13

th
?  You can share a gift of support now. Thank you! 

Questions? Please contact donorservices@lsswis.org.   

Fuel the Mission 
  

https://www.facebook.com/LSSWis/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.lsswis.org/donate
mailto:donorservices@lsswis.org
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ELCA World Hunger  
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

November Newsletter  
articles are due  
November 29th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


