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Legacy Fund Creation Yields Activity 
 
In some ways the establishment of the Vermont Legacy Fund seems a rather subtle change from how we did 
business in the past.  After all, the Vermont Cemetery Association had its own “Preservation Fund” to collect 
and grow money for cemetery expansion for quite a few years.   But now, with an expanded vision of purpose 
and more involvement by the entire congregation, the Legacy Fund has caused some excitement and also 
yielded some very significant commitments for future funding of cemetery and church projects and needs.  
Recall that the initial goal of the Legacy Fund, established early this year, is to solicit gifts and pledges for 
expansion of the cemetery and to preserve the viewscape and environment in and around the church property.  
The Cemetery Association has transferred $80,000 in cash from the old Preservation Fund to the Legacy Fund 
and also has committed bequests from donors totally perhaps $100,000 or more to the same purpose.  
Ultimately, the goal of the Legacy Fund is to establish a pool of money that will yield returns to assure future 
viability of Vermont Lutheran Church. That goal is $1,000,000. 
 
Every gift and bequest is critical to this effort but two very recent developments are just too exciting to not at 
least talk about. 
 
First of all, a local couple has come forward with an offer to very significantly contribute to our effort to 
acquire adjacent property for the purpose of cemetery expansion and preservation.  It is not appropriate to 
identify these generous folks just yet or to specify the extent of their gift but be assured, the offer will go a 
very long way in assuring that we fulfill our goals.  I’d love to talk more about this but the time is not 
right….just yet! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secondly, a past member with lots of connections to Vermont, has also made a very substantial and generous 
commitment to the property goals of the Legacy Fund.  A few of you may know Avis Fisher but many of you 
know her family.  Her Dad, Art, grew up on the Wilkins Farm just a mile southwest of the church.  Tom 
Wilkins is her first cousin.  For a time as a youth, Avis lived on the property just east of the church  in the 
home now occupied by Donald Cushman. Now almost 90 and living in Fort Collins, Colorado, she explains 
her connection and love of Vermont in her own words- 
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Should the need arise to reserve a cemetery lot, make arrangements for a burial or place 
a marker, please contact Jon Urness at  (608) 575-2387 or jcurness@outlook.com  
 
Other Cemetery Association members include: 
 Dave Haugen (608) 767-3313,  
 Greg Herrling (608) 219-7271,  
 Gary Olsen (608) 767-3988,  
 Jim Herrling (608) 220-6420 or  
 Karsten Haugen (608) 767-5586. 

In the spring of 1936 when I was six, my mother, father (Edna & Art 
Wilkins) and I moved from the Sveum Farm on Howery Road to the 
Venden Farm just east of the cemetery. In those days, when farmers 
moved, they always did so in the spring. My father grew up on the 
Wilkins Farm about a mile southwest of the church. My mother grew 
up in Forward in Perry Township. Both of their ancestors were from 
Norway. 
I have so many fond memories of living on this farm. The field next to 
the cemetery was in hay that my dad harvested to feed our milk cows. 
I drove the horses on the wagon as my dad distributed hay on the 
wagon. When the work was over, I would stop by the cemetery where 
I wondered around reading the names and dates on the headstones. I 
guess I enjoyed this because my parents and all our other family who 
lived in the vicinity frequently spoke about friends and relatives and 
who was related to whom. Seemingly we were all interrelated. 
Melvin Huset, who was often mowing the cemetery grass and doing 
the hard landscaping in those days before the war, and I would often 
talk about all kinds of things. 
 

Of course the church itself was central to our family and community activities. I was baptized (by Severn 
Gunderson) and confirmed and married (by Hector Gunderson). The Vermont Church & Cemetery have a 
very special place in my heart. 
 
So it is that Avis has been an enthusiastic supporter of the Vermont Lutheran Cemetery and Cemetery 
Association for many years. And to that end, she is making a challenge grant that she hopes will help 
motivate others to offer their support.  She holds an annuity IRA valued at approximately $70,000 and is 
making the Cemetery Association the beneficiary of that fund. In addition, she is requesting that we offer a 
challenge to contributors willing to donate to the fund.  Each year, until the fund is depleted, she will offer 
a 1:1 match to those gifts received by December 31. For example, if someone or, or a number of people 
make gifts totaling $10,000 before the end of this year, she will match that amount, doubling the amount 
of the gift to $20,000.  At the end of the year, I will report the gifts and Avis will make the match.  This 
will be repeated or expanded as Avis prefers. 
 
These two examples of folks stepping to the plate and offering their support for what we are trying to 
accomplish with the Legacy Fund is truly gratifying.  Please don’t be shy about making contributions, 
regardless of the amount. 
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Cemetery Drive Resurfacing Complete! 
Shortly after Independence Day the 
rains stopped, the sun came out, the 
heat came up and it was perfect 
weather for laying asphalt.  After 
numerous delays going all the way 
back to last summer and a number of 
washouts of the west cemetery drive, 
we now have a gorgeous, new, 
blacktop surface on the cemetery 
access road. The project has been on 
the meeting agendas of the Vermont 
Cemetery Association for a number 
of years but now it’s complete! 
 

 
Initially it was decided to tear up the old 
surface, replace it with a new base and 
black top hot mix and extend the old grav-
el portion on the west side all the way to 
the Church Road.  However, Fink’s Pav-
ing recommended a simple resurfacing 
with a 3-4” asphalt mat as a better (and 
less expensive) alternative.   By not dis-
turbing the old black top or the gravel 
base we were able to take advantage of the 
solid road foundation that already exists. 

And the news gets even better!  Greg and 
Patty Herrling offered to cover the entire 
cost of the project. But because the Cem-
etery Association was already committed 
to this project and had the cash in the 
budget to cover it, it was suggested that 
they make their very generous donation 
to the Legacy Fund instead and the Cem-
etery Association will fund the new road.  
Please give a big Vermont “Thank You” 
to Greg and Patty when you see them. 
 
Wider turns, a smoother surface and the 
extension of the west drive all the way to 
Vermont Church Road make for a much 
improved cemetery access road. 
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How Can I Contribute?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try to keep this simple. 
 
Gifts are the easiest approach and allow for immediate use of funds.  Drop a check in the 
weekly offering plate and designate it for the Legacy Fund if you’re at Vermont.  Otherwise, 
just send a check to Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Rd, Black Earth, WI 
53515 and designate it for the Legacy Fund.  You will receive a receipt for tax purposes, be 
recognized and sincerely thanked. 


