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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

It’s THAT TIME of year again!  We’ve been celebrating (it seems) since 
November – Thanksgiving, Christmas, Lent, and Easter.  Now it is May 
and what do we do?  We breathe a sigh of relief and take a break.  Well, 
we still come to church, and we still make sure our offerings get to church 
even when we can’t get there ourselves, but there is no more feeling of 
determined celebration and festivity.  Well, there’s Mother’s Day and com-
ing up, Father’s Day, but those are not really the same, are they? 

No, as we look toward Memorial Day fast approaching, all that seems to 
be on our minds is warm weather, getting outside, doing “summer time 
stuff” like picnics and beaches and… well, you get the idea.  It’s that time 
of year when we reset our bodies and clear our cobwebs from a winter of 
being cooped indoors and limited mobility. 

Coincidentally, this also is seen in summertime church attendance activi-
ty.  I tend to view this as a positive thing, assuming that families are 
spending time together, or that people are taking the chances they have 
to enjoy a little recreation that is afforded to them.  The term “recreation” 
comes from the Latin word, “recreare”, which means to refresh, and I 
know that we need this time of refreshment when we can take advantage 
of it.  I like to think of “recreation” in terms of “re-creation” and rebuilding 
ourselves and our relationships… a time to come together and renew our-
selves. 

But it also means that your extra little bit in the offering plate often gets 
overlooked – not on purpose, but because you are not in church, things 
just seems to slip our minds. 

I’m sure you’ve seen the little announcements about how easy the church 
is trying to make it for you to contribute what you can (do not apologize 
for those $1 and $5 bills… they add up!).  We’re really trying to make 
things as easy and convenient as we can for everyone. I want to throw 
my voice of encouragement in on taking advantage of those opportuni-
ties.  You would be surprised how those little contributions add up – either 
coming together to meet our commitments, or adding up to become chal-
lenges for us. 

That’s enough; I know it gets to sounding “preachy”, but when we spend 
time in the sunshine, I’d like to think that we are spending some of that 
time thanking God for these beautiful gifts of sunshine and birds singing.  
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If you put aside these offerings for too long though, we wind up playing 
catch-up in the fall.  I’m just trying to help us all out a little. 

So, go have fun!  Don’t forget us though, and don’t forget that God that 
makes all of this possible, and gives us time to relax and recover a lit-
tle.  We won’t forget you, and we’ll save a seat open for you on Sunday 
mornings! 

Peace,  

Pastor Barry 

continued From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

Youth Group Service Project 
During Spring Break, the Youth Group got 
together and helped clean the Black Earth Fire 
Departments trucks. 
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Lenten Mission Project:  Cupboard, Closet or Cash 

Closet, Cupboard or Cash 

Our Lenten  Closets, Cupboards and Cash Program was very successful.  We took in 21 large 
bags of Spring/Summer Clothing and 10 boxes of Fall/Winter Clothing from our Closets!   

 
We lightened our cupboards by 3 boxes and 3 large bags of food.   

 
Our wallets got a cleaning 
too with $550 to World Hun-
ger and an additional $50 to 
our local food pantries.  

 
And, in the process, we light-
ened our way through Lent.  
Thank you for your faithful 
participation! 
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Trying something new, the Church Council thought that you might like getting to know who 
is sitting next to you on Sunday morning.  So, each month, we’ll be highlighting folks from 
the congregation, just so that you get to know folks a little better. 

I thought that we might start with one of the jolliest couples we know, Burnett and Marie 
Severson.  You might not guess it, but Burnett will be 94 years old on May 21.  We’ll stay 
on Marie’s good side and not reveal her age…  But we will reveal that this marvelous duo 
will be married 72 years come this October!  Marie was confirmed 75 years ago, and Bur-
nett is 78 years confirmed!  And boy, do they have stories to tell about the years that have 
passed since – and a few before! 

Burnett has had a few jobs in his years, some of which were spent at the feed mill, but if 
you really want to get him talking, ask him about how he built his own house, or about 
when he was in the U.S. Air Force in the Pacific during World War II…  Marie was no 
slouch either; did you know that she was a telephone operator for many years?  I have the 
vision of comedienne Lily Tomlin on television saying, “One ringy-dingy…Two ringy-
dingies…” 

Thanks for being who you are, Seversons!  You are our kind of people! 

 

PHOTOS! 
Did you see the nice photo of Burnett and Marie?  We’d like to have your photo too (if we 
haven’t already taken it).  Pastor Barry even has a travelling camera!  He’ll come to your 
house (or work) and take your picture!  Or, if you’re feeling camera-shy, just email a picture 
to Liz (at vermont_church@tds.net) so that we can get it in our picture directory.  It doesn’t 
have to be anything fancy – just so that we can see your beautiful faces! 

Of course, all members of VLC can view the membership directory online on our webpage 
(www.vermontlutheran.org).  If you don ’t know the password, give us a call and we’ll 

help you out (608-767-33120). 

Know Your Vermont Family… 
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Badger Honor Flight 
Dave Dybdahl, a veteran, and Steve Holzhueter, a guardian for his brother, attended the first 
Badger Honor Flight of 2019 early Saturday morning, April 20, traveling from Dane County 
Regional Airport to Washington D.C. 

According to a Facebook post, 88 veterans from World War II, Korea and Vietnam were 
scheduled to be on board for the “trip of a lifetime”. 

Stops included the Marine Corps Memorial, Korean War Memorial, Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, WWII Memorial and Arlington National Cemetery. 

Veterans returned to Madison around 7:30 p.m. Saturday evening for a welcome home 
celebration, which you can watch in the video below.   

https://www.facebook.com/27news/videos/1216398225196050/ 

Badger Honor Flight says their purpose is to ensure that veterans from any war have the 
opportunity to see the memorials erected in their honor. 

The trips are free of cost to veterans. 

 

 

Badger Honor Flight will take off again on May 18 
with another group of veterans on board. 

Click here for more information about the 
program and upcoming flights and fundraisers. 

https://www.facebook.com/27news/videos/1216398225196050/
https://www.badgerhonorflight.org/
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WELCA  News 

MAY Altar Duty 
 

Joanne Skalet 
& 

Julie Schmitt 

 by Riley Lynch 

This church has always played a big role in my life. I was baptized here shortly after I was born. I grew up in 
this church, along with my two older brothers, and met many friends at a young age that I am still close with 
today. I attended Sunday School with those friends and learned many lessons that have still stuck with me. I 
remember always looking forward to Sunday's so I could go to Sunday school, learn, and have fun with my 
friends. I loved putting on the Christmas plays. Once Sunday School was over, I had my first communion and 
then continued onto confirmation. It was a lot of fun attending those events with the Mount Horeb church. 
Now, I can share what I learned with those younger than me. I have been given the opportunity to teach Sun-
day School and mentor a confirmation student. Here, there is a community like no other. When my grandmoth-
er passed away while I was in elementary school, Vermont supported me and my family and helped with her 
service even though she wasn't a member. I am forever grateful for what everyone at this church has done for 
me and my family. I wouldn't give up my time at this church for the world.  

Biennial Convention: The Southwest Synodical Women’s Organization will hold it’s biennial convention on 
Saturday, September 21, 2019. Our President, Helen Sheahan writes that there will be a new procedure this 
year because they are having the business meeting and the convention on the same day. Previously, the busi-
ness meeting was held on Friday night.  “At the Biennial Convention, Triennial Convention voting members 
and a new synodical women’s board and officers will be elected. Prayerfully consider these opportunities to 
serve the Women of the ELCA in our synod.”  Check the website for more information: www.scsw-elca.org. 

 

Pennies for Poverty: Vermont WELCA has a pennies for poverty jar. Look for it. You never know where it 
will be. We collect coins throughout the year and send them in September to our Biennial Convention. Last 
year, the synod collected $1869.58. This was sent to the Domestic Abuse Intervention Services in Madison. 
This year we can choose where our money is sent: a local abuse shelter or a children’s nutrition program of our 
choosing. Let us know your ideas. 

 

No Bake Sale 

It’s that time of year again when we give our bakers a rest. In the past, WELCA has held a bake sale as our 
only fundraiser. Sore backs and knees, etc. led us to try a No Bake Sale where we send WELCA the money we 
would have spent at the regular bake sale. We do admit we miss those fried donuts, etc. but our figures don’t 
miss them.  Let’s make this year the best No Bake Sale ever. Your reminder postcards are in the mail!   Thank 
you so much for supporting our missions. 

 

Summer Meeting for WELCA 

This year we are thinking of an outing to the Norske Nook in 

De Forest where we will have a BRIEF meeting and enjoy the food. Look for information in the church bulle-
tin and the June Messenger. Let us know if you’d like this or something else. 

http://www.scsw-elca.org
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CONFIRMATION 
 May 8th 3:30pm Last Day of Class & Party 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

YOUTH GROUP (Grades 6th-12th) 

 May 15th 6pm-8pm Bowling at Black Earth Lanes 
     Meet at the alley for food and bowling. 

     Cost:  Free members, $5 non-members 

 

     Bring a couple of friends! 

 

Attention Graduates! 

 June 2nd 9:30am Graduation Blessing for the Class of 2019 &  
     Scholarship Presentation for High school Seniors 

       

 

 
Do you know someone who is graduating from 8

th
 grade, senior high school, college, or tech school?   

 
We will be holding a blessing service for the class of 2019 with special recognition at the Hospitality 
Hour following worship.   
 
We would like to run the graduates’ pictures in the Bulletin/Messenger.  Please submit their name,  
and a note about where they may be headed after this milestone has passed, what their 
accomplishment is (including awards, scholarships, etc.), and where they go on to from here.  Also, 
any pictures you might have of your graduate would also be appreciated.  Please e-mail the church 
at vermont_church@tds.net  
 
The Cal Tollefson Scholarship committee is excited to announce that scholarship season is upon us.  
We greatly appreciate the support that the congregation has shown Cal’s Scholarship. We 
prayerfully hope you will continue to consider supporting this joyful mission! We will once again 
collect a special offering for the “Cal Tollefson Scholarship” at that service. Please look for the 
envelopes with a graduation cap at the end of each pew; offerings placed in them will be designated 
to the scholarship for high school seniors. Thank you!    
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UPCOMING EVENTS  continued 

MOTHER’S DAY  May 12th  

VERMONT MONTHLY BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
     May 8th 
 We would like to invite all members to meet for breakfast. 
  When: On the second Wednesday of every month at 8:30AM 
  Where:  NEW LOCATION THIS MONTH Base Camp in Mazomanie 

 It is a great opportunity to meet and share fellowship with other Vermonters.   
 Hope to see you there! 

Breakfast Social 
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UPCOMING EVENTS continued 
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May 5 
Peter's Vision  

Matthew 9:36-37  
Acts 10:1-17, 34-48  

 
May 12 

Paul's Mission  
Matthew 10:40-42  

Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18  

 
May 19 

Gospel as Salvation  
Matthew 9:10-13  
Romans 1:1-17  

 
May 26 

God's Love Poured Out  
Matthew 11:28-30  
Romans 5:1-11  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
  

 

  

 

Gale Kennedy May 01 

Ruth Ohlrogge May 02 

William Kennedy May 03 

Daniel Orth May 03 

Casey Schultz May 03 

Connor Danz May 04 

Joan Skalet May 04 

Charlene Meier May 06 

Derek Adler May 07 

John Donaldson May 07 

Jenny Pappas May 07 

Carey Norslien May 08 

Peder Ohlrogge May 08 

Lavonne Clason May 09 

Shaye Doyle May 12 

Ellie Boebel May 13 

Kenneth Hoerz May 13 

Luke Haugen May 15 

Pat Powers May 15 

Mark Haukoos May 16 

Russell Severson May 16 

William Jr. Kennedy May 17 

Paul Skalet May 19 

Karsten Kvam May 20 

Burnett Severson May 21 

Ethel Skalet May 21 

Jonathan Schultz May 22 

Brianna Herrling May 24 

Christy Maik May 25 

Myron Norslien May 25 

Gaila Olsen May 26 

Grace Powers May 26 

Brenna Dauck Rosnow May 27 

Margaret Donaldson May 29 

Jensen Doyle May 29 

Justine Myers May 31 
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes April 25, 2019 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7 PM by President Paul Dybdahl 
 
Attendance: Paul D, Peter  A, Ellie B, Aaron T, Larry Z, Klover  S, Pastor  Barry 
 
Devotions: Pastor  Bar ry led us in Devotions. He presented the thought that the Chr istian Church begins 
a downslide of Celebrations after the intensity of Advent and Christmas and then Lent and Holy Week 
culminating with Easter. We may think we are in the coasting stage of the Christian year. But it is still time to 
keep up your Christian commitment. Being a Christian is not just for Holidays but also in Summer and 
throughout the year. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Major ity approved online 
 
Secretary’s Report: Major ity approved online 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Steve repor ted with appreciation to the Congregational suppor t that our  
contributions are $2000 ahead of last year. Expenses are in line. Some bookkeeping housekeeping to do yet, 
overall end of March  Operating Contributions are about $8800 behind Total Operating Expenses year to date 
as shown on the Stewardship portion of the Bulletin. Peter made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, 
Aaron seconded, unanimously approved. 
 
Vision and Mission Team/Committee Reports: 

Visibility: Peter  r epor ted with the conclusion of the Cabin Fever  Relievers for  the Winter  Season 
that attendance was very good overall with the majority being Vermont members with a stronger mix 
of non-members especially when it related to Community topics. 

 
Mission: Klover  r epor ted that the Mission committee has not completed their  analysis of all the 

clothing, food and cash contributions made during the Lenten Cupboards, Closets and Cash program. 
Early reports appear that the program had an extremely successful response. 

 
Building & Property: Peter  and Kris Antonie did Spr ing Cleanup of all the flower  beds on the 

Church grounds. 
            Ron Boehnen applied his expertise to an extensive and thorough job of refinishing and painting 
            of the two front Church doors 
            Greg H once again saw to the job of placing new flags on the Military Monument Markers 
 
Peter made a motion and Aaron seconded that Committee Reports be accepted, unanimously approved 
 
Old Business: 
 

Sauk-Prairie Healthcare Grant Program – No current update as Carol Johnson checks into the eligibility of 
the program 

Church Directory: Continue the attempt to fill in missing member photos and profiles, Pastor Barry 
continues to offer home visits or at Church photo ops. Feel free to send your own photos to Liz at the 
Church Office 

Solar Panel discussion – Peter is putting this item on pending status as the Vermont Town Board Green 
Advisory Committee gathers information that could be useful to us. 

 
 
 
 



12 

Church Playground Set: A discussion of what the status  is of a previously approved motion to purchase 
and install a playground set. It was decided that “It’s Spring and Time to Swing”. The Building and 
Property Committee will be directed to move this project forward at a site they feel is favorable at this 
time. There is money designated by the Nelson Family that can be used for this project. A motion was 
made by Peter, seconded by Klover that a report to the Council no later than the June meeting be made 
by the Committee with the final details of the Playset Project. 

 
New Business: 
 

Brat Fry Follow up: Ellie reported that on a picture perfect day on April 20th the Vermont Lutheran 
sponsored Brat Fry at the Shoe Box was a huge success. Sales were brisk with a lot of volunteer help to 
the extent of running out of brats and doing a quick reconnaissance for additional brats. A huge Thank 
You to all who helped and all who generously donated a variety of supplies. Ellie who ably organized 
the event reported a net of around $920! 

 
A fill in Pastor will be needed for May 5 with PB at the Synod Assembly 

 
New Visitor Follow up; Procedures were reviewed on how follow up to visitors is handled through both 

the Sign In Guest book and in pew information cards . We stressed the importance of quick response to 
names that come to us through any of these sources. 

 
Executive Session: At 8:05 PM Peter  made a motion and Ellie seconded that we adjourn the regular  
meeting and enter into an Executive Session.  Unanimously passed. 
 
A motion was made at 8:50 PM by Aaron, seconded by Klover that we adjourn the Executive Session. The 
motion was passed unanimously. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Next Meeting – May 23, 2019, 7 PM 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
 

 
 

 Financials: Year to Date April 2019 
  

 Operating Contributions: $   44,794.44 

 Total Operating Expenses:  $  45,258.03 
 
 Difference:      $   -463.59 

 

April 2019 

  7th 35  

  14th 62  

  21st 90 

  28th 48 
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Church Council Meeting April 25, 2019 

Pastor’s Report 
 

Baptisms:   0  Weddings:  0  Shut-In Visits:  5  Hospital Visits:  0 
Funerals:    2: 3/29 Joseph “Joey” Barsness;    4/03 Sheldon “Shelly” Goth (both non-members) 
West Dane Text Study:  3;  Area Narrative Study Group:  1;   Mt. Horeb Ecumenical Clergy: 1 
Nursing Home Worship: 1 at Milestone in Cross Plains;  1 at Heartland Village  
 

Wow, time flies during Lent and Easter!  Here’s my Pastor’s report for April-May: 

All of our “Snow-birds” seem to be back from the deep south where they hibernate for the winter.  
But along with them, we seem to be getting an increasing number of visitors on Sunday mornings, 
and that’s really exciting!  I hope you all make them feel welcomed, though I know you do…  I send 
cards out to those who leave their addresses as a follow-up (just so you know). 

Our Lenten season seems to have been a success!  The soup suppers went over as wonderfully as 
they have in the past, and we had a little more participation than previous years maybe, because we 
had assigned Mentors for the Confirmation students and so their participation was improved.  We 
participated in a “round-robin” with area clergy again this year, and having a mixture of area pastors 
was nicely received.  A HUGE thank you to Chris and Carol Johnson for the soup donations is well 
in order! 

Maundy Thursday night was a bit of sparse crowd; I wonder if we shouldn’t think of continuing the 
soup suppers for one more week next year…people seem to come when there’s food available. 

I organized an ecumenical Good Friday service in Mt. Horeb at ELC Lutheran this year.  The 
attendance was great, and it was nice to have the Vermont Choir add their musical gift to the 
program. 

Easter was terrific as usual, but Pastor forgot to invite the Easter Bunny to come hide some eggs as 
he had last year; he must remember that next year! 

I had Liz send out a letter to those members who do not have pictures in our picture directory.  In the 
letter, I invited folks to send in their pictures, and to let them know the Pastor Barry is very willing to 
travel with his camera and take pictures at their homes.  I also put a note in the newsletter to the 
same affect.  

Speaking of newsletters, I finally got around to putting in a column on getting to know the Vermont 
Church family, and included a picture of the Seversons.  I hope to be able to do this monthly now 
that the Lenten season has passed by. 

Next Sunday is Holy Humor Sunday.  This has gotten to be one of the most well-attended Sundays 
of the year and I look forward to it with much glee!  Bring your jokes and feel free to share them! Oh, 
and don’t forget to bring a laugh or two along for the devil! 

Lastly, Larry, Denise and I are all registered for the Synod Assembly on May 4-5.  Don’t forget to 
arrange for a pastor/lay-leader that day! 

Pastor Barry 
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Invitation to PREVIEW from Luther Seminary - April 30, 2019 

 

Luther Seminary will be hosting on campus this 

spring: Preview!  

 

Preview encourages emerging young leaders to explore 

their gifts in the context of theological education. It is a 

day-long seminary campus visit like no other! Our staff and 

faculty have merged to shape presentations, workshops, 

mini-classes, tours, worship and a meal specifically for high 

school students and their pastors and other ministerial 

mentors.  

 

Preview registration is now open, and we would love for 

you to share this opportunity with your congregation’s members! The main event information can be 

found here, and the Facebook event invite, here.  If you need or want to stay overnight, Luther Seminary is 

happy to arrange for rooms on campus. 

News From Your Synod and Ministry Partners . . . 

Advent Lutheran and Madison Christian Community 

Invite Us To Viewing and Conversation of “Traces of 

Trade” -   

Thursday, May 2 

7:00 pm 

7118 Old Sauk Road, Madison 

Movies that Move Us Toward Racial Justice . . . 
“Traces of the Trade: A Story of the Deep North”. 

Thurs, May 2, 7 pm. Join us for movie viewing and 

conversation."Traces of the Trade" makes evident that the whole US economy depended upon and benefit-

ed from the slave trade, not just the Deep South, and invites question about repairing the harm. The story of 

this documentary is told through the lens of a New England family discovering their roots. Other Big Read 

congregations have been invited. 

 

For a trailer to Traces of the Trade: a Story from the Deep North:  http://www.tracesofthetrade.org/view-

clips/ 

Kids Receive Peer Support at 

Time for Us Camp 

Time for Us is an annual camp for youth, ages 10 - 18, who have a fami-

ly member living with cognitive, neurological or trauma-related challenges 

such as Alzheimer's disease or dementia, PTSD, or Parkinson's.  

The nature-based Keepers of Memories activities help campers find 

paths toward understanding changes, developing coping skills, learning good nutrition, and creating con-

nections between cognitive health and the health of our environment. 

June 16 - 21, 2019 Bethel Horizons Camp, Dodgeville 

Summer 2019 registrations are being accepted now.  Time for Us is sponsored by ADAW, Bethel Horizons, and 

for Memory, a network of persons affected by early-stage memory loss. Questions?  

Contact Christine at (920) 734-9638 or Mary Kay Baum at (608) 935-5834.  

https://www.luthersem.edu/lifelong_learning/events/community/preview.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/events/1226829620818267/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsable.godaddy.com%2Fc%2F22564%3Fid%3D73101.3801.1.84719f6a90ceb6a606c0aa8a4f16664d&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc7d4350c79ea44afa04e08d6c1cdaecb%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C63690948649102
http://www.tracesofthetrade.org/view-clips/
http://www.tracesofthetrade.org/view-clips/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDIRHcCYdenR-7nE7t4CMVRcx3qQgOWqp0yppi5dZNquNWup2fAmNlP-lueYtU4gX6PUQav82fAbkGzPdvNj-2QPZZpBv33zCWLveSX73FFiDDe5GoET_gcynh8DJ4YLxShTJ5ZADFpmZLd2GcUtJ_i2RdQ8cIam47yk_U1fkH8aya8G7e8JDI_hnTIDLe4X-nG7RrhyW2Aj7sOATt62dfNq365wYPgc12ZZ
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ELCA World Hunger  
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

Log on to see all Vermont 

news and pictures!   

  

Join us on  

SMART CHURCH! 

at Smartchurch.com 

June Newsletter  
articles are due  

May 23rd 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


