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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

From Philippians 2:5-8: 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emp-
tied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form,8 he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

I read this passage from the Book of Philippians the other day, and it reminded me of how we may 
have come to think of humility as something that shows weakness or lack of authority.  Yet humil-

ity was a key component of Jesus’ character, and an important part of the message Jesus taught.   

When I looked up a definition for humility, this is the result that I read: “a modest or low view of one's own 
importance; humbleness.” This doesn’t seem to be a popular posture to take in today’s world.  We often want 
to come across as sure of ourselves, confident in our own beliefs and potential.  To acquiesce (“to assent tacit-
ly; submit or comply silently or without protest; agree; consent…”) to another person might come across as 
weak or without knowledge.  But when we look at major figures in history, it is often those who came across 
as open to others’ ideas, who listened more than they talked, and who were always ready to hear another point 
of view, who often drew the most respect. 
 

 
C.S. Lewis wrote in his book Mere Christianity,  

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.” 
 
 

True humility, scientists have learned, is when someone has an accurate assessment of both their strengths and 
weaknesses, and they see all this in the context of the larger whole. They see themselves as a part of something 
far greater than just themselves. They know themselves not to be   the center of the universe. And they are both 
grounded and liberated by this knowledge. Recognizing our abilities, we asks 
how we can contribute. Recognizing our flaws, we asks how we can grow. 
 
In truth, humility is not a sign of weakness, but is a sign that you understand the 
whole of a situation to be more important than your own ability to be right and 
in charge. 
 
When Jesus came to live among us, though he knew that he was God, his great-
est gift to us was his ability to be humble and live among imperfect, fragile hu-
mans.  How much easier it might have been for him to come with the strength of 
a legion of angels and demand our attention, but instead he was born as a baby – 
dependent and helpless – in order that we might learn from him what true 
strength really was.  Rather than conquering Rome with forces from heaven, he 
yielded to earthly authorities and showed an unassuming nature that we might 
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News 

learn from him what true power and leadership looked like. 
 
I am concerned that today we too often see leadership as coming from someone who is very self-assured rather 
than someone who might admit to not personally having all the answers and is willing to listen to the opinions 
of others.  Some of the most powerful words ever uttered in human history might be, “What do you think?” 
 

Pastor Barry 
 
 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk (continued) . . . 

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering   

The boxcar is loaded!   
 

The heartbreaking news of the Beirut explosion makes this in-gathering more important 

than ever before.  Let’s work together toward resupplying items lost that are still 

desperately needed.  If you’ve never participated in the LWR mission before, visit their 

website for everything you need to know to get involved.      www.lwr.org 

38 boxes of quilts (186 total quilts) driven into Madison to the train yard to be 

shipped to the Twin Cities for distribution by Lutheran World Relief .  

More pictures on page 10. 

http://www.lwr.org
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We’re back to church!   
Everything is going well 

and everyone is staying well! 

Are you unable to join us in the sanctuary, 

then join us in the parking lot. 

 

Bulletins & communion will be distributed in the parking lot for those remaining in their cars. 

 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESENTS 

on channel 90.5 FM 
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After a short service, we will be cleaning up the highway and splitting wood at the Howery’s.   
People who are interested in splitting wood can contact Ellie Boebel directly to set up a date/
time via email, ellieboebel@tds.net, or at 608-334-5062.  People can elect to take shifts and 
work in family units. 

 

Sunday School will be doing a project at home for our homebound members. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 4th after service   
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  Sunday, October 23-29 (A) – Matthew 22:34-46 

  The Challenge of Discipleship:  Love 

  Focus Question:  When did you first realize God loved you? 

 

  word of life   

  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
  mind.”  Matthew 22:37 (NSRV) 

 

  Read Matthew 22:34-46 

 

Throughout Matthew 22 Jesus has been challenged and questioned by the Pharisees, Herodians,  and Sadducees.  In 
this week’s reading, it is a lawyer who poses the question to entrap Jesus.  At first glance, the question seems easy.  
Which is the greatest of the laws?  Keep in mind that there were well over 600 laws at the time.  So, which of all the 
many laws is the greatest?  Is it possible to select one law above others?   

 

Jesus sees through the question and answers with profound clarity.  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). Even before the lawyer asks a follow-up ques-
tion, Jesus clarifies the second greatest commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”   (Matthew 22:39). 

How might the response of Jesus put an end to the debate? 

 

The debate with this lawyer seems to be over.  What more can be said?  Who can argue about giving God our full at-
tention and extending love to neighbors?  In Luke’s Gospel, the lawyer asks one more question, “And who is my 
neighbor?”  Jesus expands the definition of neighbor by telling the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  
Our neighbor is not only the person who lives next door to us or those people we like.  Anyone who is in need is our 
neighbor and is to be loved. 

Who are we called upon to love? 

How can you love someone you don’t even like? 

 

Jesus links two very old commandments: the love for God (Deuteronomy 6:5) and the love of neighbor (Leviticus 
19:18).  Love becomes the very hinge upon which the law and the prophets are joined (See Romans 13:9-10).  In fact, 
love sums up everything!  But love is more than just a warm fuzzy feeling; it is a commitment of heart, soul and mind.   

How does love sum up the teachings and life of Jesus? 

 

Loving God becomes a life-long commitment demanding all of who we are. This love is not completed in a day or 
week; instead, our love for God calls for our full attention every day, every hour.  Our love for God overflows us and 
rushes out towards others. 

 

Jesus’ answer is very simple.  The difficulty – for the lawyer then and for disciples now -- is to live constant love. 

What is so challenging about loving God with heart, soul and mind? 

What is so challenging about loving our neighbor? 
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word among us  

Dear Aunt Philia, 

My boyfriend and I are having problems.  We’ve been together for three years.  Do you think going to church will help 
us? 
Love, 
Me 

How would you respond?   

What connection do you see between God and our relationships? 

  

Love!  That’s what it’s all about.  We spend our time, money and energy seeking and giving love.   

Sometimes we love another person, but other times the focus of our love becomes our job, car, sports team, or exercise 
schedule. The list goes on.   

 

Jesus interrupts and invites us back to the basics.  We are to place our full attention and energy on God.  Jesus clearly 
reminds us, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind” (Matthew 22:37 NRSV).  This is not just a puppy love or a passing fad.  We are to re-order our lives with a love 
directed toward God alone. 

What would it mean to re-order our lives so that they are directed fully towards God? 

 

God has created us with a tremendous capacity to love.  God’s love in us is not just a warm feeling.  It becomes real in 
our care for others.  Jesus instructs us to love others as we love ourselves – not with narcissistic behavior focusing on 
ourselves alone, but with love overflowing to both friend and stranger. 

How do you follow Jesus’ instruction to love yourself? 

What makes this so challenging? 

 

When we fully love the Lord, we treat others and ourselves with respect.  Hopefully, we no longer need hundreds of laws 
to tell us how to treat others; instead our regard for our neighbor as well as our neighbor’s well-being is motivated by the 
love in our hearts.  We simply cannot love God without living that love in our care for our neighbor (See 1 John 4:20).  
We cannot profess our love for God, then follow-up by stealing, killing or wounding our neighbor.   

 

Disciples of every age have recognized the challenge of loving.  Daily, we fall short.  Daily, we confess our shortcom-
ings to God.  We have not loved God, ourselves or our neighbor as God desires.   Fortunately, God is gracious, forgiving 
and loving. God hears our prayer and gives us the opportunity to try again to love as God intended. 

This week, how can we love God with our whole heart, mind, and soul? 

This week, how can we love our neighbors as ourselves? 

 

Prayer 

Loving Spirit, fill us with love for God, ourselves and our neighbors. Amen 

Dig Deeper 

Luke 10:25-37              last word 

This week, each morning, noon and night, 

ask God to fill you with  

love for God, yourself and others. 

 

Pentecost Bible Study  (continued) 
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October 4 

The Promise of Passover  

Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 

 

October 11 

Golden Calf 

Exodus 32:1-14 

 

October 18 

God Answers Hannah 

1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20;  

2:1-10  

 

October 25 

God’s Promise to David 

2 Samuel 7:1-17  

    

   

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Cassidy DeWitt October 01 

Steven Holzhueter October 04 

Buford Olson October 04 

Patricia Ziemer October 04 

Rachael Haukoos October 05 

Justin Herrling October 06 

Anna Herman October 08 

Debra Barsness October 09 

Cricket Stapelmann October 10 

Elizabeth Childs October 12 

Jorgen Goderstad October 13 

Sara Herrling October 14 

Hana King October 17 

James Herrling October 18 

Katie Schultz October 22 

Addison Schultz October 24 

Tracy Spoeth-Jaworski October 25 

Ingrid Hoerz October 27 

Sydnee Duhr October 28 

Dennis Aeschlimann October 29 

Mary Aeschlimann October 29 

Elijah Gold October 30 

Joseph Herrling October 30 

Cynthia Humphrey October 30 

Elizabeth Gold October 31 

Timothy Gold October 31 

Samantha Herrling October 31 
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Draft 
Vermont Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

September 17, 2020 
 

The September meeting of the Vermont Lutheran Church Council was held via conference call due to  the 
Covid-19 Pandemic and was called to order by President Aaron Tigert at 6:01 PM. 
 
Attendance: Aaron T, Larry Z, Carol J , Steve H, Ellie B, Jamie H, Len S, Pastor  Barry 
 
Devotions: No devotions were presented due to Pastor  Barry not in attendance ear ly in the meeting 
 
Secretary’s Report: Three grammatical cor rections were made to the August Minutes. Carol made a 
motion to approve the August Minutes with corrections and the Special September 3rd meeting Minutes . Len 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Steve repor ted that our  2020 contr ibutions are up $10,000 from the same year  to 
date in 2019. Our August 2020 contributions were up $3,000 from August 2019. This was our first monthly 
increase over last year since March, when we began the Service change from in person to online due to Covid-
19. Our expenses were down $10,000  year to date from 2019. This decrease is due primarily to a lower cost in 
our propane payment and Liz has been working fewer hours during this period. Again it is worth mentioning 
that we were awarded $19,000 in the Federal CARE PPP program and it appears we will not have to repay any 
of those funds. It is with gratitude that faithful contributions were and are being made by members during this 
difficult and changing time of the Pandemic. Larry made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, Aaron 
seconded and it passed unanimously. 
 
Pastors Report: Pastor  Barry checked into the meeting and reviewed the Pastor ’s Report. Steve made a 
motion to accept, Carol seconded and it passed unanimously. This Report can be found printed separately. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Mission & Vision – Visibility -  a summary of the July and August activity at the Christians In Action  
Food Pantry in Mazomanie was presented. That summary can be found printed separately. 

Youth – Rally Sunday for the Sunday School will be held Sunday, September 20th. Due to current 
conditions, safety precautions will be taken with no special ceremonies planned as reported by Ellie. 

 
Old Business: 

VLC Committee Structure Update – Steve reported that prior to the October meeting he will be forwarding 
information to the Council regarding current Committee structures. As Steve, Carol and Aaron of the 
Participation group assemble a restructuring proposal, Steve mentioned some committee’s are defined 
by our Constitution. There are overlapping Committees, some have not met in a long time and 
streamlining will be a major effort. Also greater Congregational member participation will be stressed. 

 
Reintegration to Worship – Update: The Task Force of PB, Melissa and Jamie did a great job of putting a 

plan together to get us back to in person Church. Liz defined a protocol which was sent to all members. 
Reception to our first Sunday back, September 6 was well received. Spirits were high with masked 
distance greetings and seating. We had about 35 in person participants. The second Sunday also had 
about 35 present. Both Sunday Services were held inside due to weather conditions. We are reminded 
that in car reception at 90.5 FM (WGOD?) in the parking lot is available  and also online after the 
Service.  It is also noted that as rising infections have occurred in Dane County, the guidelines to in 
person participation could again change and we have to be aware of that fact. 

 
Legacy Land Update: Aaron reported that there were official written offers presented to the land owners of 

the adjacent property to the Church. Offers agreed upon by the Council at the Special Sept 3rd Meeting. 
As of this meeting date, no response has been received and the offers will expire on September 30. 
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Financials: Year to Date  
September 2020 

Operating Contributions:   111,514.07 

Total Operating Expenses:      94,900.97 

Difference:        16,613.10  

September 2020 

6th  38 

13th  34 

20th  39 

27th  43 

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON! 

New Business: 
Lutefisk Dinner Raffle, Letters: It was formally decided that because the Dinner has been canceled, a raffle 

similar to last year would also be canceled due to the difficulty of holding such an event. As agreed 
upon last month, two letters are going to be sent out as a Fund Raiser in place of the Lutefisk Dinner. 
One letter to the past ticket buyers to the Dinner and another to Congregational members that 
participated in the Dinner which is virtually the whole Congregation. The letters would be a request for 
donations that would help us in meeting our Mission Goals. Carol worked so ably on creating these 
letters and she also gave credit to her supporting cast. They will be sent out by the end of September. 

God’s Work our Hands – Typically held the second Sunday in October, we won’t hold specifically to that 
date this year. There are two projects we feel we can go forward with. They are the VLC Highway 78 
cleanup and the Howery's firewood project. Ellie and Liz will work on putting together a program 
spread over a period of time when various groups, primarily families can meet at the Howery’s and 
participate in this worthwhile endeavor. Other suggestions for help that may be needed in the area are 
also encouraged. 

October Agenda: It was suggested and agreed that next months Council meeting would be attempted in 
person in the Gathering Place. The call in option would also remain. Aaron suggested that with in 
person meetings we could turn our attention from primarily tactical functions of the Church to 
resuming strategic moving forward for the good of the Church. He thanked the Council for their virtual 
participation since March and hoped that what could be the “new normal” would be workable and 
functional for Vermont. 

 
The next scheduled meeting will be at 6:00 PM on October 15th 
 
Aaron made a motion to adjourn the Meeting, Carol seconded, all approved 
 
Pastor Barry Prayed the Lord’s Prayer 
 
At 7:14 President Aaron closed the Meeting Conference Call 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
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Christians In Action Food Pantry: 
 
The Food Pantry in Mazomanie, one of two Pantries that Vermont partners with, continued to be a busy place 
on Saturdays in the months of July and August. In July it served 31 different clients and in August it served 46. 
Some come every Saturday, some as the need arises and some are new to the drive up, curbside service. These 
numbers in that area community shows that folks in this difficult Pandemic time rely on Christians In Action to 
help supplement their food needs. Barbara Blattner, the coordinator, and a volunteer, work hard during the 
week to fill grocery bags with an array of boxed and canned goods. On Saturday morning they often are 
blessed with a variety of fresh vegetables, from strawberries, melons, onions, potatoes, lettuce and other sea-
sonal foods that will also be offered as options. Frozen meats are also rotated into the selections along with 
cheese, eggs and margarine/butter. The on hand supplies have been dwindling a bit recently and Barbara will 
likely be putting out a call to participating Congregations for food donations, so Vermonters, keep an eye out 
for that and consider donations that you may be able to make. 
 
Larry Z 
 
 
Quilting Group: 

 

 

 

WELCA  News 

OCTOBER Altar Duty 
 

Koah Orth & Janet Castle 

A new record!!!   
 
186 quilts were made 
this year.   
 
All 38 boxes were 
shipped out. 

Thank you to all that 
contributed time, materials 
and hard work. 
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Synod News 

The South-Central Synod of Wisconsin cordially invites 

you to attend the Worship Celebration and Installation 

Service for   
 

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe 
 

 Sunday, the Eleventh of October 

Two thousand twenty 

at 1:00 in the afternoon 

 

We will gather as the body of Christ for 

 this Service of Word.   
 

During this time of social distancing due to the pandemic, this 

service will be held via live stream.  You can join from the 

Bishop  

Installation page on the synod’s website:    

 

   www.scsw-elca.org/bishopinstallation 

Message from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
Reprinted with permission from Living Lutheran September 4, 2020 

 
Between 1527 and 1529, Martin Luther wrote and composed his famous 

hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” He based the text of this hymn on 

Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble” (verse 1). 

Luther knew about trouble. He had been excommunicated by the church 

and declared an outlaw by the emperor. The bubonic plague had 

returned to Wittenberg, Germany. His 7-month-old daughter, Elisabeth, 

had died. Western Europe was under attack by the Ottoman Empire. 

Civil unrest resulted in the Peasants War, which was brutally crushed by 

the nobility. 

Luther lived in uncertain times. 

It’s unlikely that Luther could see with certainty in 1527 how his work 

would turn out. The Reformation wasn’t a glorious march of unbroken 

progress. It was messy. The “Reformers” argued with each other. It was 

violent. It had its share of hateful and divisive rhetoric. Anathemas were levied by all sides against each 

other. Even at the end of his life, Luther wondered if he had been right, if he had been faithful to the 

word. 

If it wasn’t apparent to Luther and others what was happening, it was clear that something was 

happening. The world was changing. Political and religious turmoil wasn’t going on in a vacuum. This 

was a time of new technology—the printing press—and scientific discovery—Copernicus kicking Earth 

out of the center of the solar system (Luther wasn’t impressed). What new world was emerging? What 

new thing was God calling into being? How was the Spirit calling and shaping the church to be a clear 

witness? 

http://www.scsw-elca.org/bishopinstallation
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/reformation-500-50-reformation-hymns/
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8025
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Synod News (continued) 

If it wasn’t apparent to Luther and others what was happening, it was clear that something was happening. 

The world was changing. 

Five hundred years later we find ourselves in uncertain times. We are in the middle of a pandemic. We 

have been sheltering in place for months. Thousands have been newly awakened to racial inequity in our 

society and are marching for change. Education has been disrupted. Worship has taken on new forms. 

Our homes have become our offices and classrooms. The world is changing and the rate of change in the 

past five months is unprecedented. 

Ours is also a time of new technology and scientific discovery. We are wired and plugged in. 

Communication is instantaneous. Our cellphones can be used to keep us connected and informed. They 

can also be used to divide and deceive. 

Something new is emerging. The world is changing. We will not be able to return to the world of the pre-

COVID days. Change brings loss. Loss brings grief. Yes, we believe in the Resurrection, that God brings 

life out of death, something new out of the old. But it can be painful, especially when we’re in the middle 

of it and can’t see clearly how it will all turn out. 

Psalm 46 captures the turmoil of Luther’s day and of ours: “The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms 

totter” (6). It describes a changing earth, shaking mountains and roaring waters. 

But Psalm 46 is also a song of faith—God’s and ours. God is faithful to God’s promises and to God’s 

people. God is a mighty fortress who fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. Luther ends the hymn 

by declaring: “Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched 

away, they cannot win the day. The kingdom’s ours forever!” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 504). 

I believe we are on the brink of this new thing that God is bringing about. We don’t need to see how it 

will all unfold. We just need to be ready and willing to answer God’s call and be shaped by the Spirit. 

Secure in God who is our refuge and strength, we can be bold in our witness. God is activating each of us 

to invite more people into the way of Jesus—the way of grace and mercy, the way of justice and peace, 

the way of life. 

 

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin Narrative Spending Plan 

 

The narrative spending plan tells our story of how your 

mission support is used to carry out the mission of the 

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin.  Expressions of 

gratitude, joy and excitement to be walking together are 

abundantly found in this piece.  
 

We show the love of Jesus to each other and to God’s 

people.  We truly are church together! 

 

https://scsw-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2021-

2022-SCSW-Narrative-Spending-Plan_vah.pdf 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/covid-19/
https://scsw-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2021-2022-SCSW-Narrative-Spending-Plan_vah.pdf
https://scsw-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2021-2022-SCSW-Narrative-Spending-Plan_vah.pdf
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ELCA News 
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Lutheran World Relief News 

Blind, hungry and on the brink of disaster  
– unless your love gets there first 

Emily Esworthy * Sep 14, 2020 

 

Manuel can no longer see, but he can feel the instability in the world around him. 

He lives in a rugged region along El Salvador's eastern shore, where earthquakes increasingly rattle his rusted 

tin home and cause deadly tsunamis that have destroyed entire towns. El Salvador is one of the most disaster-

prone countries in the world, and whenever the earth shakes Manuel fears his village will be the next to 

collapse into the sea. 

On top of that, changing weather patterns mean seasonal rains don't fall on hillside reservoirs anymore. 

Instead, a drought has plagued the region for over three years, and the lush, verdant gardens Manuel once 

knew exist only in his memory. The soil is dry and cracked, and any sporadic rains that do occur meet the 

hardened soil and cause deadly landslides that wash away crops and homes. 

 

Surviving on the edge where disaster and poverty meet  

Manuel feels powerless against these challenges, which strike from above and below. He used to provide for 

himself and his family as a fisherman, and he enjoyed the shimmer of the sun reflecting off the ocean. But since 

he lost his sight during an accident at sea, he has been wholly dependent on others to care for him. 

And right now — because of coronavirus — this is harder than ever. Market shelves are empty in 

remote communities like Manuel's. There are shortages, as these hard-to-reach villages are now virtually cut off 

from the rest of the world. 

"This community is like a ghost town," says Manuel's neighbor Jacqueline. "We haven't received any type of 

help." 

Families are running out of food, and there is no outside help other than the love — and gift — you send today. 

 

Your love can reach them when they need it most  

Manuel's world has darkened, and hope feels out of reach. Without your love, he and his neighbors may lose 

their lives, simply because they were born in a remote location, forgotten by the rest of humanity. 
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 Lutheran World Relief News (continued) 

It doesn't have to be this way. 

Through Lutheran World Relief, your love reaches across mountains, seas, impassable roads and even 

pandemics to save lives and change futures. Your gift today can: 

 Deliver emergency food packs, so families won’t have to put their children to bed hungry during the COVID-

19 crisis. 

 Help men and women prepare for and respond to disasters like landslides, earthquakes or tsunamis. 

 Provide lifesaving equipment like first aid kits, shovels, life jackets, lamps and more. 

 Teach farmers new environmentally friendly techniques that can save family crops, even during droughts or 

floods. 

 Ensure children growing up in impoverished countries receive the nutrition they need so they don’t face life-

long developmental challenges. 

 

In times of fear and struggle, your love helps families survive crisis and find new hope on the other side. Please 

ensure your love reaches our most vulnerable neighbors in the world's poorest communities and most 

dangerous places on earth — so all of God's children can live life without constant fear. 

Until your love reaches every neighbor. 

 

Rajendra, Nikky and their 

five daughters live in a 

dangerous floodplain 

because it's impossible for 

them to move. Each year, 

monsoon season is 

treacherous. Even if 

families like Rajendra's 

survive the flooding, the 

storm often destroys their 

crops and kills their 

animals.  

 

Here's where your love comes in. Because of you, we're able to provide innovative programs that give Rajendra and his 

neighbors the tools and knowledge they need to recover and thrive. Your loving support will ensure: 

 Life vests, sirens, megaphones, ropes and other lifesaving equipment is always available and ready for use when 

flooding occurs. 

 Villagers throughout the region are trained to take quick action that will not only save their lives, but also save their 

farm animals and even some crops. 

 Families know how to grow crops such as mushrooms that can be hung high off the ground, so their livelihoods 

aren't lost when the next flood strikes. 

Your love will also help engage early warning systems to dispense information on how families can protect themselves 

from COVID-19. 
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

October Newsletter  
articles are due  
October 23rd 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


